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Looking back over the past two years, no 
doubt you have used similar words as we 
have to describe the experiences of Covid. 
Words such as a trial, challenge, test, deep 
water, dark valley, fear, uncertainty, why, 
etc. It’s not what we call these experiences 
but what we learn from them and the spiri-
tual development they produce in us. 


Joshua’s fellow spy, Caleb, had many chal-
lenges but was constantly strengthened by 
God’s all-sufficient grace. The number forty 
in the Bible is the number for testing. We 
see in Caleb’s life that he endured almost 
forty years of slavery and hardship in Egypt. 
Forty days as a spy that brought a good re-
port but was rejected by his brethren, then 
because “his heart wholly followed the Lord 
“and not the unbelieving company, he suf-
fered forty years in the wilderness. What 
sustained him during 


those years? The Person of Christ - the 
“mana,” Christ the Bread of Life. The prom-
ise – as one who believed God’s promise 
that he would not die in the wilderness, 
Christ our life. The Prospect – he and his 
children would enter the promised land and 
have an inheritance there, Christ our hope.


We don’t know much about five years in his 
life. He was eighty-five in Joshua cap.14 
when he spoke to Joshua about his inheri-
tance in Canaan. He was forty when he 
went as a spy and then forty years in the 
wilderness, that gives us eighty. Some 
would take these five years as years of bat-
tles, but the number five in scripture is often 
associated with “grace.” In all of Caleb’s 
challenges from Egypt to Canaan, the truth 
that Paul received was given to Caleb as 
well “My grace is sufficient for thee: for my 
strength is made perfect in weakness. II 
Cor. 12:9.


At eighty-five, now in the Promised Land, 
Caleb says, “give me this mountain” (city/
surrounding country of Hebron). I’m as 
strong today as I was at forty when I spied 
out the land. I don’t want the easy “plains.” 
Give me th is “mounta in o f g iants 
(Anakims),” which later became the city for 
priests. Sufficient grace gave strength in the 
trials produced confidence in a faithful God 
worthy of our worship, praise, and service.
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As of late January 2022, out of 4.1 million 
people, estimates show over two million 
have already had Covid, and we are now 
averaging 10,000 new cases and as high as 
17 deaths each day. These high numbers 
give the people an excuse not to attend the 
meetings, though attendance at bars, clubs, 
beaches, and street parties remains high. 


“take out” boxes handed out on the street.

Thankfully meeting attendance amongst the 
believers has been good, and we have been 
meeting publicly for all assembly meetings 
since November 2021 (Breaking Bread 
started March 2021). Our weekly young 
people's meeting is still via Zoom, but we 
try to gather at our house for them every 
four weeks or so. There is a nice number 
attending, and two young ladies in their ear-
ly twenties have expressed a desire to be 
baptized.


Government funding for the hospitals is 
significantly underfunded, and they need 
basic supplies. We have been able to help a 
local hospital with shipments of supplies 
and PPE, for which they are very grateful. 
Over the years, we have visited this hospital 
with gospel literature and new baby pack-
ages; they know us and the Gospel we pro-
claim. Because of the pandemic, we could 

not get into the hospital, but we left them 
many “new baby” gift bags, which they 
kindly distributed.  


We are seeing interest in open-air preach-
ing. For a few weeks now, a young lady has 
been sitting on her patio each Sunday 
evening to listen, and last Sunday, she also 
had her mother and son with her to hear the 
gospel. Another lady who lives across the 
street has been listening consistently for 
some time, and she may be a believer. 


In the last few months, we have been en-
couraged by a husband, wife, father-in-law, 
and his girlfriend, who have faithfully at-
tended all the meetings and show a sincere 
interest in spiritual things. We pray that they 
will find out exactly where they are spiritual-
ly and that the Spirit of God will work in 
their hearts through preaching the Gospel 
and teaching of scriptures. 


We were also encouraged by the Christmas 
meal in December, which was via “take out” 
boxes handed out on the street. In 2020 we 
made a hundred meals, but they went so 
quickly we thought we should double that 
to two hundred meals, and it seemed they 
went just as quick. Each meal box was ac-
companied by a calendar, Gospel verse, 
and Christmas tract. 
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The food distribution that we were involved 
in extensively in 2020-2021 has dwindled to 
pre-pandemic levels, as most people are 
working at least three days a week, and 
many are back full time. We thank each one 
that supported this effort during the pan-
demic. It was a great opportunity to show 
God's love in a practical way and get the 
Gospel into new areas; we leave the results 
with the Lord. 


Sadly, the assembly here in Valle Hermoso 
has been hit hard because of the pandemic, 
and we are down to half the size. Some 
have gone on to glory, but the majority left 
because of employment. Though it leaves 
us small, we are encouraged that these four 
families are all attending other assemblies.


Some may be wondering about the orphan-
age where we were able to work with the 
children for over 11 years. Sadly, there 
seems to be some fighting between the 
administrator and some directors, and the 
result is we have not been permitted to re-
turn. Pray that this door may be opened 
again to us.  


Some children’s bible classes have started 
up again, but the attendance is small. May 
the Lord bring these little ones to hear His 
word and put their simple trust in Him. 


Thank you for praying for the work of the 
Lord in the Republic of Panama. We have 

no greater resource than prayer! II Cor. 
12:10 … for when I am weak, then am I 
strong.


______________________________________


HORIZONS PUBLISHING POLICY


HORIZONS is sent out free of charge, to any as-
sembly or individual as requested. It is usually 
published quarterly, and its production is sup-
ported entirely by the freewill offerings of the 
Lord’s people. Please notify us of all changes of 
address and e-mail changes as necessary. 
Those wishing to have fellowship with the publi-
cation of HORIZONS may communicate with us 
directly. If a tax-deductible receipt is desired for 
Canadian residents, for fellowship sent to either 
the LORD’S SERVANTS or HORIZONS, please 
send it to Gospel Perpetuating Foundation.

GOSPEL PERPETUATING FOUNDATION

Kerrisdale Professional Centre 
2025 West 42nd  Avenue, # 380

Vancouver,B.C.,Canada,V6M2B5


Phone (604) 266-5677 Fax: (604) 266-4359               
E-mail: gpf@gpfcanada.org                     

www.gpfcanada.org
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Editorial Note: 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Due to COVID 19, we have not published a 
printed issue of HORIZONS. This issue is 
only online or by e-mail until further notice. 

 
Please amend or send us your e-mail ad-
dress or changes to receive the online is-
sues of HORIZONS by contacting us at:

 tsamhorizons@shaw.ca. 

T. S. Ashley Milne
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Enris and Sylvia Nase and family  

Tirana, ALBANIA
Enris and Sylvia Nase  

It was lovely to see our hall at full capacity 
for the Christmas outreach! Many non-be-
lievers were in attendance, including a few 
for the first time. The Sunday School chil-
dren sang carols and recited Bible verses 
they had memorized, followed by a Gospel 
message presenting the Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Greatest Gift of All at Christmas. We 
trust and pray that the Holy Spirit touched 
all present. It was an encouragement to the 
saints and serious thought to the sinners of 
their standing before a Holy and righteous 
God.
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On Sunday, 26th, we rejoiced in a baptismal 
service. G. came to faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ a few months ago, and it has been 
refreshing observing her thirst for the Word 
and spiritual growth. She moved to Tirana 
with her husband from a remote village 
where there were few job opportunities 
some months before her contact with the 
Gospel. She is from another faith back-
ground, so family members are not particu-
larly pleased with her choice to follow the 
Saviour. Still, despite this, she is keen to 
witness for Him, especially to her husband 
and parents. We were thrilled to see G.'s 
husband witnessing the baptism. 


Please pray for him that the Holy Spirit will 
open his eyes of understanding, that he will 
see Jesus and trust the Lord for salvation. 
In so doing, another family may be joined 
together in the Lord for His glory.


Lutsk, UKRAINE 
“Before the Russian Invasion”
Timothy & Rhoda Sloan

 John 9:1-3, “That the works of God 
should be made manifest in him”. V 38

I am sure that the parents of the boy born 
blind and the boy himself had asked many a 
question WHY? Why us, why me? They had 
no doubt tried to reason things out in their 
minds! At birth, they experienced anxiety 
depression, possibly blaming themselves or 
each other! This event was life-changing – 
they were already poor, and how would they 
cope! Others judged them thinking that the 
blindness was the result of sin! Maybe you 
are passing through a difficult experience. 
You have only questions and no answers. 
“Why is it” is what you ask yourself first 
thing in the morning and last thing at night. 
In the story, the answer is in V 38. The 
young boy not only received his sight phys-
ically but spiritually. You and I may have to 
wait for eternity before the WHY is revealed. 
God has a plan, He has a purpose, and it 
will be revealed in the coming day!

The Ukrainians are presently asking a lot of 
“whys.” Why does Mr. Putin want to start a 
war, take our land, destroy our economy, 
and disrupt our lives? As believers living in 
the land, we can only cast ourselves upon 
our God, knowing that He is in full control 
and He makes no mistakes.     


Russia

Some Western powers would like to contin-
ue talking to Mr. Putin as if he is a demo-
crat. He invaded Ukraine in February 2014, 
and 8 years of talking has achieved little. 
Democracy means compromise, and that is 
not how Mr. Putin leads. He sees only win-
ning or losing, and losing is not part of his 
vocabulary. Sanctions have not worked in 
the past. Though sanctions may hurt some 
Russians, Mr. Putin cannot be held ac-
countable for any misery they cause simply 
because there is little accountability in Mr. 
Putin’s Russia! 


Lutsk

Living in Lutsk, Rhoda and I are aware of 
the terrible consequences of war. While the 
military aspect is hardly likely to affect us 
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here, the effects of war in the land certainly 
will. The economy will collapse, communic-
ation will stop as the internet will be closed 
down, and things like electricity, gas, and 
petrol will be hard to come by. We are tak-
ing precautions. Last week we bought in 12 
tons of wood pellets to keep our wood-chip 
pellet boiler at the Gospel hall working. Of 
course, we need electricity to operate the 
boiler, so we are trying to buy a generator 
and some small gas-burning stoves. Should 
we need to live at the hall with the other be-
lievers, we will have a little heat, some elec-
tricity, and basic foods. Why would we need 
to move out of our apartment? We live on 
the four-floor of an old USSR-built 14-floor 
apartment block. The secret police use the 
whole of the 14th floor as central headquar-
ters, and the roof of our building is covered 
in listening equipment – masts and what 
looks like numerous satellite dishes. An 
ideal target to be taken out!! We have an 
airport in Lutsk which serves only the milit-
ary! Beside the airport is a factory that ser-
vices military jet engines, and all of this is 
less than a mile from us! Another target!! 
We have no intention of leaving Lutsk 
should war break out. God has called us to 
be here, and we cannot just get up and 
leave the Lutsk believers and the orphan 
children. A shepherd of God’s people is not 
to be a shepherd only in good times but to 
be with His sheep when the lion or bear at-
tacks.


Calendars 2022! 
Our billboard near the Gospel Hall wishing 
everyone a Happy New Year and offering a 
free New Testament and free calendars!


This billboard has proved invaluable. It is 
amazing the number of people who stop at 
the hall weekly asking for a New Testament, 
free calendars, or inquiring if their child/
children can attend Sunday school. 

We keep busy in Lutsk, and throughout late 
December and early January, we distributed 
approx. Thirty-six thousand calendars, door 
to door and on the streets. We printed 
44,000 calendars and sent approx.

8,000 to Ivano Frankivsk, where the believ-
ers there are active in the Gospel. The pho-
tos below show some of the assembly be-
lievers in Lutsk and young people getting 
ready to leave in freezing snowy weather. 
God has promised that His word will not re-
turn unto Him void.


Covid. 
Omicron is hitting Ukraine hard, and it is in-
credible the number of people who are af-
fected. The assembly meetings will not 
change. Though we are probably entering a 
red zone this week in Lutsk. For nearly two 
years of this Covid pandemic, we have con-
tinued to remember the Lord just as He 
asked us to do with the bread and the cup. 
Many have come in off the street during 
these years, and we have had no idea who 
they have been in contact with. We have 
made no difference and greeted them as we 
would always have done. In the last two 
years, some in the assembly have had Cov-
id. Three were in hospital on ventilators (all 
3 had serious underlying health issues), but 
God preserved them all. Numbers last 
Lord’s day at the Gospel meeting were 
smaller due to Covid and really heavy snow, 
but we still enjoyed a good number with us. 
Do pray that God will bless in salvation in 
Lutsk during 2022.


Orphanage renovations 2022

The renovations to the orphanage will con-
tinue until we open sometime in 2022, God 
willing! Real progress is being made despite 
some difficulties. Building materials have 
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rocketed in price, and many materials are 
difficult to source. We are doing all that we 
can humanly speaking to keep the builders 
supplied as it is our goal to finish as soon 
as possible. 


Lviv, Ukraine                             
“Before the Russian Invasion”                      
Edmund & Agnes Johnston

Ukraine is the 2nd largest country geo-
graphically in Europe but is not a member 
of the European Union. With a population of 
44 million, steeped in “religious idolatry,” 
and landlocked by seven other countries 
except in the south where the Black Sea 
forms a beautiful coastline. Since 1991 they 
became independent from the USSR and 
left communism behind as the “iron curtain” 
fell. Since 2014 and the invasion of the 
mighty Russians in the east of the country, 
their armies have been entrenched 60 kilo-
meters inside the Ukrainian border occupy-
ing large cities like Luhansk, Donetsk, and 
Mariupol. Presently there is a further threat 
of an invasion with 100,000 Russian troops 
positioned on the Eastern border with 
Ukraine and the Southern border of Belarus 

with Ukraine. We appreciate the support 
and backing of Europe and the West, but 
we pray that this will not be needed and 
that God would overrule at this critical time 
and that in no way will the Gospel be hin-
dered and the dear believers protected.


In 1995 Flora Kancir, after the death of her 
husband, who was Ukrainian, attended 
Gospel meetings in Kapuskasing, Canada, 
and was gloriously saved, baptized, and 
gathered with the saints in Kirkland Lake N. 
Ontario. She made a vow to God that she 
would go if he gave her health and the f-
nancial resources to travel to Ukraine to 
bring the Gospel to her late husband’s fami-
ly in Lviv. She kept her vow and visited Lviv 
twice a year for 17 years until the Lord 
called her home in September 2012. Agnes 
and I had the privilege of working with Flo 
for two years after our commendation from 
the Kingsmoss assembly in 2010, learning 
much and being introduced to different as-
pects of the work. We did not understand 
the enormous impressions she made on us 
and the counsel and instructions we re-
ceived in those two years.


ASSEMBLY 

At the end of 2010, it pleased the Lord to 
plant an assembly in the “dark idolatrous” 
city of Lviv. Through the personal witness of 
the aforementioned Flora, many found 
Christ as Saviour during the preceding 
years. They were baptized and met together 
for bible study and singing twice a week. 
The assembly is “first generation” with 
much to learn; however, Spiritual growth is 
evident for which we give God thanks. It is 
encouraging to see development and matu-
rity in the elders, Ruslan, Volodia, and 
Micha, as they preach the Gospel and share 
the Word of God to the saints. We meet on 
Wednesday evening for prayer and Gospel/

 horizonsmissionarymagazine.com                                                                                      7

http://horizonsmissionarymagazine.com


Ministry and Lord’s day for the breaking of 
bread and ministry. Unfortunately, the Sun-
day school remains suspended due to 
Covid restrictions. Every year we print an 
assembly Gospel calendar for distribution 
and rent a large church hall for our annual 
conference on the last weekend in October 
when we have a special overseas speaker 
to conduct the bible reading and minister 
the Word of God and other brethren.


ORPHANAGES 

Presently we are involved with eight differ-
ent orphanages in the city and surrounding 
region. They all present wonderful opportu-
nities to open the Bible and preach the 
Gospel to both young and old, with many 
staff and management present at the meet-
ings. We never go “empty-handed,” always 
bringing material needs, clothing, and 
sometimes financial aid to these state-run, 
underfunded institutions. We always sing 
with the children, teach the Scriptures and 
share the truth of the beautiful Gospel sto-
ries. Many times on these visits, we con-
clude with a personal conversation with the 
director and her staff about spiritual matters 
over a cup of tea or coffee.


CARPATHIAN MOUNTAINS 

The mountains stretch southward along the 
Polish, Ukrainian border and as far as the 
Hungarian border. We have a contact in 5 
different villages who arrange a day and 
time to have an “open-air” Gospel meeting. 
About 2 hours from Lviv brings us to the vil-
lages and has provided wonderful opportu-
nities to “Sow the Seed.” Conditions in the 
mountains are a little primitive in relation to 
housing, farming, and even the standard of 
the village schools. We often think of the 
verse in Acts 1:8 “the uttermost part of the 
earth,” but also the truth of John 3:16 “For 
God so loved the world”……..


HOMELESS SHELTER 

We are so thankful to the authorities in the 
city who permit us once a month to have a 
Gospel meet ing wi th the “guests” 
“overnighters.” The system is very simple, if 
you have “NO roof over your head” or 
maybe no documents or passport, you can 
come to the shelter for the night at 8 pm, 
but you must leave the following day by 8 
am. You must not be under the influence of 
alcohol or drugs and behave yourself when 
on the premises. Sometimes in the winter, 
we can have up to 50 men and women at 
the meeting. In the summertime, numbers 
are down due to the extremely hot weather 
(+33deg), and they sleep in the parks or un-
der the city's bridges. It is a tremendous 
opportunity to open the bible with these 
dear people and share the “unsearchable 
riches of Christ” in a simple way. The atten-
tion and reverence is always good, and we 
leave the results with God. We try to sup-
port these poor people with a little food and 
clothing as the Lord provides.


REHABILITATION CENTRE 

The Rehab Centre is located 50km from 
Lviv in a remote country area. The inmates 
farm the land and have sheep, hens, and 
ducks. Most of the men are young with lives 
that have been shattered by alcohol and 
drug abuse, many of them losing their mar-
riages, families, and hope! We have the 
wonderful opportunity to open the living 
Word of God and speak to them about the 
God of Hope, Love, and Peace and the only 
Saviour of sinners, Jesus Christ. Some re-
spond to the message with searching ques-
tions and comments about their circum-
stances.


GYPSY CAMPS 
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It is difficult to understand the “Gypsy way 
of life” their mentality and standards, but 
one thing is sure they each have a precious 
soul which will exist eternally. On camp, 
each family has their own “plastic covered 
dwelling,” no lighting, no running water, 
“earth flooring,” but warm and cozy and a 
big welcome to come inside. We share liter-
ature and bibles, food, and clothing, which 
is much appreciated. We are convinced the 
“gypsy queen,” the mother, grandmother, 
and great grandmother, is “born again” she 
brings order, and everyone must attend the 
meeting when the “Irish preacher” and his 
wife come to visit. We always have a great 
time with these people and such beautiful 
children, most with dirty hands and faces 
and many with no shoes listening to the 
wonderful stories of Christ, His miracles, 
Words and works, and his death at Golgo-
tha to pay the price of their sin and shed 
His own blood.


PERSONAL CONTACTS 

We try to visit many different families with 
different and varied circumstances. Our 
main priority is sharing the Gospel and 
reading from the Scriptures. Some are very 
poor, and our exercise is to support them 
with essential needs that arise in life and 
also, a “big bag” of groceries always goes 
down well.

With many discouragements, disappoint-
ments, and difficulties, we have experi-
enced God’s faithfulness, guidance, and 
wonderful provision. This has been the 
source of our joy to serve the greatest of 
Masters. God has blessed in salvation and 
preserved the little assembly in Lviv, and we 
ascribe all the glory to the God of our salva-
tion.

We must remember this is the Lord’s work, 
and it is only the Grace of God that has al-
lowed us and strengthened us to be a small 
part of His “great harvest field.”


PRAYER POINTS 

*Spiritual growth and commitment in the 
assembly.

*A solution to the war in the East.

*Salvation of precious souls.

*More opportunities to share the Gospel in 
schools.


Tucupita, Delta Amacuro,    
VENEZUELA                             
William Turkington

The Lord, in His infinite mercy, gave me the 
privilege of being able to return with my 
three boys, Matthew, Mark, and Philip, to 
our field of labor in Tucupita, Estado Delta 
Amacuro, on the 28th of March 2021, after 
an absence of 1 year and five months. Al-
though feeling keenly the absence of my 
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dear wife, who was taken home on the 11th 
of January 2021,  after  a  year battling  with 


Leukaemia, we have come to appreciate 
that our Lord's ways are past finding out, 
and we submit to His Sovereign design.


By mid-September, the local authorities 
made the restrictions more flexible due to 
Covid in this area, so it was possible to be-
gin public gatherings. Almost immediately, 
we began a series of Gospel meetings here 
in the city, on the site where we are building 
the Gospel hall. Very good numbers of un-
saved attended the meetings, and it was 
encouraging to see the exercise of several 
of our sisters to invite and encourage the 
people to come. It pleased the Lord to save 
some souls, and we also had the joy of 
baptizing eight believers who had been 
persevering for over two years showing 
clear evidence of new life. These were re-
ceived into fellowship in the assembly of 
Maturin, which is 3 hrs away in the state of 
Monagas. With this addition, there are now 
16 in fellowship here. It gives us hope that 
soon there may be an indication from heav-
en that the Lord has planted an assembly 
here in Tucupita. 


Since then, we have held gospel meetings 
in another area of the city and several series 
of ministry and bible readings to help the 
believers in relation to fundamental church 
doctrine. A brother who is an elder in our 
home Assembly in San Carlos, with his 
wife, spent three months with us and was a 
real help in all these activities. The Lord has 
provided for the construction of the Gospel 
Hall. A brother from The Maturin Assembly 
has undertaken this job with his employees 
for which we are very grateful.


Since the pandemic started, the four bible 
classes held weekly in different areas had to 
be canceled. Since the beginning of the 
year, as the schools have opened up again, 
we have been trying to initiate this work 
again. So far, we have been able to start 
two of them. The children, as usual, are very 
eager to attend, sing the bible choruses, 
memorize a gospel text and listen to a short 
message. We trust the Lord will use his 
Word to bring them into the light.


What has become more difficult is the ac-
cess to the communities of “Waraos” along 
the river Orinoco, as gasoline shortage has 
reduced the means of transport. Very few 
motorboats are seen on the river at present, 
except those that have links with the gov-
ernment to obtain fuel. We pray that this 
situation may improve and that it may be 
possible again to take the message of sal-
vation to those in remote areas of this state. 
Some who have traveled in their canoes for 
several days to get provisions in the city 
have come to the meetings, and have been 
able to hear the gospel.


So, I richly value your prayers on behalf of 
the Lord’s work here in Delta Amacuro. How 
true are the words of the psalmist: “Except 
the Lord build the house, they labour in vain 
that build it.” Also, my three boys are doing 
their best to continue life without their dear 
mother, who was also their schoolteacher. 
Many have been supporting us daily in 
prayer, and for this, we are very grateful.


“Be ye strong therefore, and 
let not your hands be weak: for 
your work shall be rewarded. 
(2 Chron 15: 7). 
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Santa Maria, RS BRAZIL                         
John and Christine McCann Jr 

I arrived back in Santa Maria during the 
second week of November. We felt bad the 
20 months when international travel was re-
stricted and the door to Brazil closed. Each 
weekend, I recorded two messages during 
these months, one in the Gospel and the 
other in ministry. I sent them by What's app, 
initially to believers in the area we usually 
labor, but with time these were passed on 
to contacts right throughout Brazil. Only in 
eternity will we know the full results, but we 
know of those who have been saved and of 
saints who had deeply appreciated spiritual 
food when meetings were impossible. Sad-
ly, over six hundred thousand Brazilians lost 
their lives due to COVID-19, and many 
whom we knew were included in the list. 

Some were believers, and many were con-
tacts who attended meetings over the past 
30 years. During the months of lockdown, 
the zoom facility was used for the preaching 
of the Gospel and the ministry of God ́s 
word. A weekly Gospel Meeting continues 
to be hosted by the Porto Alegre assembly, 
and typically over 100 connections come 
online. God has blessed this exercise, and 
some have been baptized and brought into 
fellowship who heard the Gospel in this 
way. Truly God has worked, and to Him be 
all the glory. 


Since arriving here, we are thankful for 
those who carried on the work in our ab-
sence in Santa Maria. Some outsiders are 
attending the weekly Gospel meetings, and 
with them in mind, we have held a mid-
week Gospel meeting in the hall. Not all the 
believers can attend, but we are thankful 
that these outsiders continue to attend, and 
we feel some are learning their need for sal-
vation. Pray that soon we may hear of them 
trusting Christ. 


Over the past three weeks, my wife Chris-
tine was able to join me here. She returns to 
Ireland this coming weekend, as her next 
monthly treatment for cancer is marked for 
this day week. We are thankful that she 
keeps fairly well, although the 40-degree 
temperatures that we have been facing over 
the past month, has left her tired. However, 
the Brazilian believers have appreciated her 
visit and together we have been to visit 
around quite a lot. Due to her illness, a 
permanent return to live here is impossible, 
even though this would be both our desire. 
Please pray for Christine as she flies back 
to Ireland and her ongoing health problems. 
I value prayer as well, for me as I remain 
here for another few months, especially that 
I will be preserved from the virus. 


Due to the current wave of the new variant, 
series of meetings are almost impossible. 
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Pinar del Rio, CUBA                 
Iván Alexeis Madera Hernández

Iván Alexeis Madera Hernández


We are a group of brethren gathering to the 
Lord's Name according to the pattern of 
New Testament Mat.18:20, Acts 2:41-42,  

I Cor.12-14; I Tim.2:1-15; Titus 2 over the 
past years, a few have been added to the 
assembly. It brings us great joy to see that 
they wish to practice what they had learned 
in the Scriptures.


Like many places in the world, we have 
been affected by COVID 19; here in Pinar 
del Río, some believers have tested posi-
tive. Thankfully all have made a good re-
covery, and glad to say we are all safe. Last 
year for almost the entire year, we were in 
lockdown, from January to November. All 
our meetings were canceled. However, we 
were able to keep in contact with The be-

lievers by phone, and some visits in their 
homes, to study the Bible and pray. We 
missed the fellowship with other believers 
and, most of all, the opportunity to remem-
ber our blessed Lord in the Breaking of 
Bread meeting. However, we were still as-
sured of the presence and fellowship with 
our God, who will always be with us, know-
ing that all is in His hands. 


We trust that all of you who read this report 
are keeping well and that you will be pre-
served from the Covid 19, which is claiming 
so many lives across the world. Despite no 
assembly meetings for such a long time, we 
distributed gospel tracts on the streets. 


The situation in Cuba is very difficult, with a 
lack of food, medicine, etc. Yet our God 
sent us relief through our brethren in 
Canadá, USA, The Dominican Republic, 
and Panamá.


Thankfully we have been able to gather 
again in the Gospel Hall since last No-
vember for all our meetings: Breaking of 
Bread every Lord's day, The weekly Bible 
study, and prayer meetings. Children's 
meetings II Tim.1:5, 3:15 -17 and Gospel 
meeting every Sunday evening. 


We can lift our heads high for our Lord Je-
sus Christ will soon come, to take us Home 
to that place which He has gone to prepare  
for those who know Him. John 14:1-3; I 
Thess. 4:13-18; I Cor. 15: 50 - 58; I Thess. 
1: 9 -11; Rom. 5: 9; Rev. 3:10


In the meantime, we can rejoice in our sal-
vation and find delight and great joy in shar-
ing the Gospel Matt. 28:18 - 20, and prac-
tice sound doctrine I John 5: 3, Jude 1:3, 
until He comes. We trust in our God, who 
controls everything. He makes no mistakes. 
We hope and trust that the assembly meet-
ings are allowed to continue for the present. 
Let us continue to pray for one another.
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TRIBUTE to

Mrs. Agnes Elizabeth Adams:  

January 26, 1921 — January 26, 2022


Mrs. Agnes Adams (top Left)


Our sister was a missionary in Cuba 
together with her husband Mr. David 
Adams 


Mrs. Agnes Adams, is the last of 
former missionaries that came to 
Pinar del Rio, Cuba. She was com-
mended in 1946 and is now at 
home with the Lord at 101 years.

_________________________

San Salvador, El SALVADOR
Kevin & Patricia Flett

The past few years have been very different 
for the world ever since Covid-19 started 
affecting the lives of individuals, families, 
nations, and the assemblies of God's peo-
ple. You hear a lot of talk of how this has af-
fected countries' economies and govern-
ments' efforts to get theirs back on track. 
Unfortunately, in some cases, the assem-
blies of God's people have also suffered a 
setback. As we look forward to 2022, our 
focus is to rebuild.

 For the second year in a row, 8,000 calen-
dars and Via magazines were delivered door 
to door in San Vicente. San Vicente is an 
hour out of San Salvador and has a popula-
tion of 55,000. The city is given to Catholi-
cism, but the people were very receptive 
and eager to receive the literature. Many 
contacts were made, and it is clear there is 
an open door there. Please pray that work 
can be started in San Vicente as the pan-
demic moves on and gathering restrictions 
are lifted.

In Santa Tecla, we are thankful for the meet-
ings that are currently being held: the Lord's 
Supper, followed by the ministry, and Tues-
day night prayer meeting. Our numbers are 
down, but the fellowship and unity among 
us is good. We are praying for guidance as 
to when we will start working with the 
young people we have kept in contact with 
and combine that with a Sunday evening 
gospel meeting.  
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Kevin & Patricia Flett



We were encouraged a few weeks back 
with the visit of a young couple and their 
two small children, Dennis and Gabriela. 
Dennis first came to the hall with his 
grandma almost 20 years ago as a very 
young boy. He had not been to any meet-
ings in several years, so it was a real joy to 
see him and his family at the Tuesday night 
prayer meetings; they haven’t missed a 
meeting since. Please pray for salvation or 
restoration as the need may be. 

We were excited about four recently mar-
ried couples and their involvement in the 

assembly a few years back. Now we con-
tinue to pray for them and their young fami-
lies. I know that not all will agree with this, 
but the sound of a crying baby in a meeting 
is music to my ears. These new parents 
have a responsibility to raise their children 
for the Lord. Please pray for Allan, Fanny, 
Liam (3), and baby number 2 on the way. 
Victor, Karen, and Danila (1), Francisco, Di-
ana, and Isabella (2), and Berna, Margarita, 
and Esteban (3 months). 


Prayer request: 
• Salvation for Mr. Noel and Mr. Victor; their 

wives are in the assembly.

• Men with a gift to evangelize and teach

• Men that would rise to the call of leader-

ship.

• The construction of a new hall in Santa 

Tecla 

• Safety for God’s people.


Prahova, ROMANIA                                          
Paul and Sue Williams

Paul and Sue Williams

Last week I was studying Philippians chap-
ter 4 and very much enjoyed four very pre-
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cious promises in verses 7, 9, 13 and 19. 
Two of these verses are written above. 


May every believer be in the constant en-
joyment of these wonderful Divine promis-
es:


1. Verse 7 – The promise of the peace of 
God.


2. Verse 9 – The promise of the pres-
ence of the God of peace.


3. Verse 13 – The promise of the power 
of God.


4. Verse 19 – The promise of the provi-
sion of God


                                                   

Gospel tent work: In summary, in the 14th 
year of this work, tents were pitched in 87 
places (in 17 Counties), with over 14,000 
children attending their meetings, and in the 
evening, over 13,000 people (saved and 
unsaved) came to tent meetings. Most en-
couraging is that many people have been 
saved by Divine grace.


Gospel literature:  In September, we re-
ceived 1.2 million gospel tracts (2 new 
tracts and one reprint). One new track 
(about the birth of the Lord Jesus) has been 
used throughout Romania, with the 130,000 
calendars printed and arriving at the begin-
ning of December. Also, we initially pub-
lished 75,000 A5 gospel texts (1 Timothy 
1v15 - with a gospel message on the back) 
for Romanian evangelists, believers, and 
assemblies to use in December but needed 
to print an additional 25,000. 


During the year, I have discussed with el-
ders in local assemblies in towns and cities 
the possibility of distributing gospel litera-
ture to many apartment blocks. The re-
sponse was highly positive. We printed 
350,000 gospel text cards (with a short 
gospel message on the back). It has been 
most encouraging to receive phone calls. 


In early December, I spent three days with a 
group of brethren distributing literature in 
towns in the mining valley of Jiu (Vulcan, 
Petrila, and Petroșani also the towns of 
Hunedoara and Deva. Approximately 
30,000 homes received literature, people on 
the streets also accepted gospel calendars.


The Tuesday before Christmas in the North-
ern city of Suceava, ten groups of believers 
were distributing literature and calendars 
throughout the city. Mid-January, they trav-
eled nearly 100 km from Suceava to dis-
tribute gospel literature in the holiday resort 
town of Vatra Dornei, where an Assembly 
was closed for some years but has just re-
opened.


Translation work: Sue keeps busy check-
ing the translation of the Precious Seed 
book on the Old Testament and Everyday 
Evangelism (sharing the gospel in conversa-
t ion) by Paul McCauley and David 
Williamson. The latter book will be a signif-
cant help to new gospel work initiative 
amongst assemblies in Moldavia (N & N. E. 
Romania).


Purchase of land and the construction of 
a literature storage facility –  
With the significant expansion of gospel 
work envisaged and the increasing demand 
to print vast quantities of gospel tracts and 
booklets, I have been looking for over six 
months for suitable land to purchase in a 
strategic location and then construct a suit-
able building. There have been a few false 
starts and some disappointments!


With the Lord’s great help and outstanding 
and timely provision, the land was pur-
chased on 8th October on the outskirts of 
Suceava, Northern Romania.


A significant quantity of literature is used in 
the Northern region of Moldavia. It is an 
area that we have been visiting for many 
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years. Last year, 25 visits were made to 
Moldavia (N. E. Romania)


In early January, I had three nights of min-
istry with the Pașcani assembly and a good 
time with the Heleșteni assembly. 


Current Covid situation: 

Assemblies have gathered together since 
the end of May 2020. Masks are worn, 
singing is permitted, and social distancing 
measures are in place; this has been a 
problem for some numerically large assem-
blies. For example, in October, I was invited 
to the largest assembly in Romania (500+ 
baptized believers), the Nicolina Assembly 
in the North Eastern city of Iași. Because of 
the size of the assembly and current Covid 
restrictions, there are two meetings on 
Lord’s day morning. It was a joy to minister 
the Word of God at both meetings and in 
the evening in the large Assembly in Paș-
cani, County of Iași.

 
Masks are worn outside on the streets and 
also in shops, etc. The number of new 
Covid cases at present is soaring to over 
30,000 daily.

Because of the Covid virus, visits to Ro-
manian-speaking assemblies in Italy have 
not been possible.


Ministry meetings: 

Paul is heavily involved in a systematic 
Bible-teaching ministry from October to 
May. Regular visits to assemblies in our 
home County continue; monthly Saturday 
studies (10.00 to 14.00) in Galați (Eastern 
Romania) commenced in October and in 
January in Craiova, SW Romania (16.00 to 
19.00); Bible studies via Zoom” with the 
Ponsacco Assembly in Italy (3½ hours 
monthly) and series of ministry meetings in 
different areas of the country. Please pray 
for the Lord’s help and spiritual growth 
amongst believers.


Pond Inlet, NUNAVIT               
Steve and Heidi McCandless

In regards to an update on our work, restric-
tions have intermittently halted our usual 
three-times-weekly gatherings in our home 
with children and teens for a meal, singing 
and bible lesson.  We were able to have 
small groups of five in at times for bible 
study and hosted children for cookies and 
verse learning outside on our deck in the 
warmer weather.  Steve has been able to 
preach the gospel on the local radio station 
twice weekly as well.  Many calendars and 
bibles were shared at the end of Novem-
ber.Our son was married in December in 
Prince Edward Island so we have been in 
Ontario.  


Steve and Heidi McCandless


Currently, there are several cases in Pond 
Inlet and we are praying about returning.  
Please pray for the salvation of souls in 
Nunavut as almost every community is af-
fected and it makes people think about 
eternity.  
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Cooroy, QLD AUSTRALIA 
Clive & Rachael Barber

On the Australian Coat of Arms, there are 
two animals, a kangaroo and an Emu and 
the symbolism is not without its significance 
in the fact that neither of these animals can 
travel backward. Yet, in this land of appar-
ent success and advancement, a degenera-
tion of alarming speed is taking place be-
fore our eyes. This demise, not only within 
society but in Christendom, ought not to 
take the Christian by surprise, with numer-
ous NT passages instructive to identify 
conditions that will prevail in the closing 
days of this dispensation. In the midst of it 
all, there's still the possibility and opportu-
nity for spreading the gospel and maintain-
ing vibrant, scriptural testimony to the peer-
less name of our Lord Jesus Christ.


During the last two years, our travel has 
been curtailed by the global pandemic, 
meaning we’ve focused our attention local-
ly. At times, there has been the opportunity 
to travel interstate visiting assemblies, but 
most of our time has been spent in Queens-
land. In our home assembly at Cooroy, 
we’re thankful to be able to meet unhin-
dered in the hall for meetings. Since the 
pandemic, we changed the time of the 
Sunday gospel meeting from 7 PM to 2:30 
PM, opening an opportunity for a teaching 


Clive & Rachael Barber & 
family.


meeting each Sunday 
evening. From July to 
December last year, we 
took the subject of dis-
pensationalism, with an 

encouraging number of visitors coming in 
from the area. This year, we have continued, 
focusing our attention on the book of Ro-
mans. The interest has been sustained, with 
around 30+ visitors coming to hear the 
Word of God. In 

likeness to Paul’s desire for the Romans, we 
too pray that there will be fruit as a result.


Parallel to this work, we commenced a 
Monday evening online teaching session to 
cover subjects confronting a rising genera-
tion. The Cooroy assembly advertised this 
to assemblies Australia-wide, and we were 
encouraged by the sustained interest 
shown. We pray for lasting blessing.


On the 14th of August last year, our es-
teemed Brother, 15-year-old Geoff Bertram, 
was called home to Heaven in an accident 
while mustering cattle. While this did not 
take our God by surprise, it was a terrible 
shock to many people, and the outpouring 
of grief and support at the funeral bore tes-
timony to this special boy. Found in a diary 
since his home call was a prayer of Geoff to 
reach his whole school with the gospel. 
Since the funeral, the Lord has blessed in 
salvation. Six months before Geoff died, he 
wrote a gospel tract and asked his parents 
if they could buy him a commercial printer 
to distribute it. This wasn’t the only tract 
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this young man wrote, and his vision and 
testimony for the Lord were outstanding. 
Since then, more than 50,000 copies of the 

tract have been printed and distributed in a 
booklet form. We have counted it an honor 
to have some part in this work. Please pray 
for his parents, Darren and Allana Bertram, 
and siblings Tommy and Callum as they 
grieve. For free copies of the tracts, please 
contact: cliverach@yahoo.com.au


The opportunity for erecting Gospel Bill-
boards in main cities and highways is still 
available to us, and we give thanks for this 
open door. On each sign, we display a 
gospel verse, slogan to read the Bible con-
tact number and website:   www.read-your-
bible.net 


Through these contact points, many oppor-
tunities arise to interact with folk, post 
Bibles, and put fellow Saints in touch with 
precious souls. Last week, a gentleman and 
his wife sat at our kitchen table who made 
contact through a sign. He told us of having 
been saved as a young boy in Canada but 

wasted his Christian life. Seeing the gospel 
billboard had touched his heart and he felt 
compelled to make contact. We continue to 
pray for the thousands of precious souls 
that read these verses daily. Many set out in 
the morning with absolutely no intention of 
reading a Bible, only to be confronted with 
the Word of God. Pray that the company 
we advertise through will continue to be fa-
vorable in allowing it to continue.


We are thankful to report that 
the family is well, and the chil-
dren continue to bring much 
pleasure to our hearts. As par-
ents, we continually need the 
wisdom of God, especially 
with the transition occurring 
from childhood into adulthood. 
James assures us that wisdom 
is readily available from God 
Himself, and with the Word of 
God and the Spirit of God, we 
are well provided for. 

May we be increasingly im-
pressed by our blessed Lord 
Jesus, that our love may be 
sincere and without hypocrisy. 
How easy it can be to fall into 
the trap of Form but no feeling, 
head knowledge but no heart, 

worshiping the Bible or the as-
sembly, but not the Lord. May God preserve 
us from such and stir up a spirit of true de-
votion, that Christ may be formed in us. 
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Nazareth, Assembly ISRAEL  

 Part 1 – OVERVIEW
 George & Rosamond Khalil
The Emmaus Arabic correspondence 
course work began in a very simple way in 
1975. George Khalil, a young Palestinian 
believer, found a few old Arabic Emmaus 
courses on a shelf in the Nazareth Assem-
bly in Israel and sent them to contacts he 
had made during a local outreach. 


Forty-six years later, there are now 45 titles! 
Tens of thousands of these Bible courses 
have reached Arabic speakers in the form 
of hard copies, online and mobile phone 
apps, and through church and home group 
Bible studies. Many from nominal Christian 
and non-Christian backgrounds find Christ 
through the study of His Word.




The work was mainly centered in the Holy 
Land – Israel and Palestine, until about ten 
years ago when God answered our prayers 

to expand the work to surrounding Middle 
Eastern countries—beginning with Jordan. 

In 2016, more Emmaus centers opened in 
Egypt, Lebanon, Iraq, and South Sudan. 

The Holy Land  

During the 1980s and 1990s, the Arabic 
Emmaus courses were instrumental in in-
troducing thousands of individuals to the 
Christian faith, and as a result, two local 
churches were planted. Today in Nazareth, 
we have a team of four people working on 
the translation and editing of courses, the 
management of the online students, the dis-
tribution of studies, and the coordination of 
the work in the Arab world. We continue to 
provide courses and books for local 
churches. (Next issue in Part 2, we will tell 
you more about the work and news from 
Nazareth and assemblies in Israel) 

Jordan                                                           

Only about 2% of Jordan’s population is 
Christian, mostly nominal, and only a few 
evangelical churches. The Emmaus work in 
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Amman, Jordan, began about 15 years ago, 
when a newly married couple, *Abe and 
Linda with a burden for church planting, 
used the evangelistic Emmaus courses in-
home Bible studies with several families. 
Some came to faith, and they started to 
come together for meetings and breaking of 
bread, so the new assembly began to grow. 
The wars in Iraq and later Syria brought 
thousands of refugees flooding into Jordan. 
Many were nominal Christians who knew 
little about the faith. They arrived trauma-
tized and were looking for hope and peace. 
The Emmaus workers held a book table at 
another local evangelical church, which 
held weekly meetings for about 600 
refugees. Many enrolled in the courses and 
started to attend the new assembly meet-
ings, consisting of an hour of different levels 


 George & Rosamond Khalil

of Bible classes – from evangelistic to 
Christian life studies, and an hour of a gen-
eral combined meeting. The numbers have 
grown to such a point that they now have to 
hold two sessions of the Bible classes. An-
other small assembly has also been planted 
in another part of Amman. The leaders 
make regular home visits, which they see as 
the key to seeing growth in the church. A 
number of people from Islamic backgrounds 
have also come to faith. This puts them and 
the assembly leaders at significant risk. 
Pray for them, for wisdom, protection, and 
safety. One of the refugee couples that 
came to faith in Jordan has returned 
to  Iraq and is now planting an assembly in 
Irbil using the Emmaus courses.
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Lebanon                                                                

The Emmaus courses have been welcomed 
in  Lebanon by the local evangelical church


es. They have been teaching them both in-
dividually and in group studies. The church-
es there have greater freedom to distribute 
Bibles and courses in the refugee camps. 
They have even studied a group in a Turkish 
refugee camp via Zoom. The leaders report 
that they have seen a number come to faith 
and significant growth in the faith of local 
believers. Pray for our director *Karim and 
the believers as the economic crisis and 
pandemic have severely affected the min-
istry in the local churches.


Egypt                                                               


10% of Egypt’s population is Christian – 
mostly Coptic. There are a number of evan-
gelical churches, and Christians are often 
subject to discrimination and persecution. 
Two groups are distributing Emmaus cour-
ses in Egypt. One of them is led by a broth-
er, *John, who tells us that the courses are 
especially appreciated by young people 
since they are simple, powerful, stimulate 
discussion and speak to the heart. Adult 
groups are studying the courses in Cairo, 
Alexandria, and Upper Egypt. A new as-
sembly was planted in Cairo through *Abe. 
Who visited and gave training to some 
brothers a few years ago. They use two ad-
joining apartments, which they open up for 
the meetings and are now bursting at the 
seams! Egypt is our main center for the 
storage and distribution of new courses. 
The pandemic has paralyzed the shipment 
of courses to other Middle Eastern coun-
tries. Please pray for this problem.


It is another conflict zone where Christians 
have suffered greatly. However, there is also 
great hunger for God’s Word, and our 
brother Ben is working in the remote Nuba 
Mountains area. We are able to send Arabic 
courses from Egypt, but the demand has 
increased so much that they have now 
printed their own from our files. Those from 
non-Christian backgrounds particularly like 
the course One God, One Way. 


Central African Mission (ZAM) is a sister or-
ganization distributing our Arabic courses in

many North African countries.

After many years of lonely labor in Nazareth, 
sowing the seed of the Word through Em-
maus courses, we are so encouraged that, 
despite the conflicts and opposition, the 
Lord is using this ministry to bring many to 
faith in Christ, to plant new churches and to 
help believers to grow in their faith. It is His 
work, and so the fruit and the glory belong 
to Him!


Remembering UKRAINE 
PRAY WITHOUT CEASING 

I Thess. 5:17

_______________________________________
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LVIV, UKRAINE Update
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

We write this up date after many 
telephone conversations with the 
Christians and friends in Lviv.  We 
are heart broken and feel so help-
less as we watch the beautiful 
country of Ukraine being ravaged 
and destroyed by war.  We are as-
tonished by the scale of the inva-
sion from the North, East and 
South!  However with the amount of 
prayer to our Eternal God from 
around the globe we are not sur-
prised that the advance of the ene-
my has miraculously been hindered 
and hampered and amazingly 
slowed.  

”The Lord, he is the God; the Lord, 
he is the God” (1 Kings 18:39). 

This is a David and Goliath situation 
– Russia should have walked into 
the capital Kiev and Kharkiv the 
second largest city and conquered 
in days.  We are now at day 7 and 
the resistance and hearts of the 
Ukrainian army and ordinary people 
are determined to fight to the death 
to defend their “soil” and freedom.

At this moment Lviv has had no di-
rect missiles or troop attacks but the 
air raid sirens are heard multiple 
times throughout the day and night!  
This is due to Government sightings 
of aircraft or drones sometimes 
hundreds of kilometres away, but is 
deemed wise to sound the siren as 
a precaution. Many have left the city 
to the safety of the outlying villages 
where they have friends and family 
– those who remain are making 
preparation in their basements and 
other bunkers to be ready to have 
some kind of safe haven.  

Brother Ruslan who is in the as-
sembly in Lviv has sent his daugh-
ter and his five year old grandson to 
Poland.  They were 25 hours at the 
Horishiv border and then a 3 hour 
journey to Warsaw.  Unbelievably 
her car broke down 40 miles from 
Warsaw, stranded on the side of the 
road and distressed – an evacuator 
truck stopped and helped, loading 
her car on the back and brought 
them to safety – free of charge.  
They are now with a family whom 
they have never met before.
Speaking to our language teacher 
by telephone this morning, she is 
very worried about the health of her 
unsaved husband and her daughter 
who is depressed due to the anxiety 
and pressures of the conflict.  Her 
last words to me this morning were 
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Edmund the greatest weapon we 
have is PRAYER.

Also please remember our brother 
Dan Perez, resident missionary in 
Ivano Frankisk two hours south of 
Lviv and the other 4 believers who 
are members of the assembly in 
Lviv.  Our thoughts and prayers are 
also with Timothy and Rhoda in 
Lutsk and the dear saints in the as-
sembly.

Yours through Grace,
Edmund & Agnes.
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