PANAMA Today

Souls are being reached with salvation
Byrne & Lois Foreshew
Though Panama is a rapidly developing country, we
still are not too far removed from “Third World”
status when it comes to high corruption in all levels
of government and business, poor education, poor
health care, the gap between the rich and poor and
the dwindling middle class, escalating immorality
and violence. In saying this, we still see rapid
growth in materialism, trying to obtain at all costs
what they see and hear through their television and
internet. The skyline of Panama City would look
much like that of any other capital city in the
developed world, but don’t be fooled by the façade
Assembly Meeting Place - Valle Hermoso
that obscures the reality of spiritual darkness.
Due to the canal, Panama is on one of the biggest
trade routes in the world. This opens the door to a
large cross section of culture, language and religion.
Indifference to the gospel because of religious
confusion, materialism and social media is on the
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rise and many of the young people are addicted to
their electronic devices and virtual friends. We live
in a land of much spiritual confusion and blindness
and the word “Christian” is applied very loosely to
anyone that would attend any church even if they

horizonsmissionarymagazine.com

have a louder call than the spiritual need of sins
forgiven.

Dr. Lois Clinic at Orphanage

don’t believe or teach that Jesus is God or the Bible
is the Word of God without error.
In spite of these hurdles, God is working. Souls are
being reached with salvation and growing spiritually.
The Lord himself said about the strait gate and
narrow way “few there be that find it”. The small
group of believers that gather in Valle Hermoso
continue to show signs of growth and commitment in
spiritual things. They are first generation believers;
most would be the only ones saved in their family, so
it’s not easy for them and each day is a test of their
faith as they seek to live a Christian life in the midst
of ungodly home environments. Lord willing we
hope to see the mother and sister of a young brother,
who is already in fellowship, received into the
assembly. A teenage daughter of a couple in
fellowship professed to be saved in March, and we
do see evidence of new life. We are also seeing
interest in the gospel from a young Columbian
family and have had some good studies with the
husband and wife and their children often attend the
Sunday School.

Byrne & Lois Foreshew and family

Our Thursday evening children’s Bible class among
a group of Kuna Indians has recently been cancelled
as the families in whose homes we had the classes
have moved to another area about a half hour away.
Lord willing we plan to start again in this new area
once the rainy season ends in December.
We will be having another week of children’s classes
at our house before Christmas. Since we moved to
this new house a year and a half ago, we have been
having a week of Bible classes in the break between
semesters and also at the beginning and end of their

We continue with a Friday evening young peoples,
where we are seeing new ones coming in, having
been invited by the other teens. They face many of
the same temptations and distractions as North
American teens and the things of this world often
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Typical Sunday - Valle Hermoso

school year. This has made us known in the C O N T E N T
community, and a nice number of children come
along, each series has brought in new ones from the PANAMA TODAY
Byrne & Lois Foreshew
area.
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We would like to spend more time in the next town
to us called La Chorrera. We have done some
distributions of gospel literature, praying to make
new contacts and that a door of opportunity would
open to having a more concentrated gospel effort.
We had some open air meetings in a central park that
is also the main bus terminal, but it’s a little difficult
in the rainy season.
Work at the children’s home continues with Bible
classes and the medical clinic. Though the number of
classes has been reduced this year, we still have a
good number that come, including the house mothers
who care for the children. We have been able to
share the gospel with some Taiwanese ladies who
have come to volunteer at the home. They usually
come for a two-year term, and we have befriended
some of them and have had the opportunity to share
gospel literature with them in their native tongue.

Work in the far west of the country in the province of
Chiriquí continues with Marcos & Sara Sequera.
Construction on their new hall in the village of
Doelga is progressing well, and the believers there
are looking forward to using it in the New Year.
Gospel work continues in the city of David and the
village of Dos Rios and surrounding areas with Bible
classes and gospel preaching and young people’s
outreach. Recently they had a two day camp for the
teens, and it was a profitable outreach with a good
number in attendance.

Prayer is valued for the preservation
and continuation of what the Lord has
begun in Panama, eight degrees North
of the equator.
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El Vigia, VENEZUELA
Paul & Daphne Chapman
A very warm and humid greeting from El Vigia,
where we are still settling in after a safe and trouble
free trip from Brisbane just over a month ago. We
have finally got our sleep pattern back in order, and
also our drawers and cupboards, as after the robbery
everything was turned upside down. We are
constantly discovering things that are missing, but
give thanks to the Lord for those belongings that are
still here. It seems very evident that a group of

teenagers were responsible and sad to think that
some of them went through the class here and have
now turned to drugs etc. Before our arrival, one of
the group had been killed, and just this past week
another male and female from the group have also
been shot. We are looking into installing security
cameras and electric wires around the top of the
fence, and also adding a granny flat to the front of
the house for someone to live permanently. We need
to have someone living here to enable us to go away
and visit other assemblies and help in other areas of
the work.
The border with Colombia continues to be closed, at
least until after the elections on the 6th December.
The Lord has been faithful yet again in providing
other means for us to transfer funds into our account
here, and we are thankful for the food items we
brought from Australia, and what we had stored
before we left. Goods have become scarcer, with
much stricter control in the sale of them in the six
months we were away, so the Lord alone knows
where this situation will end, so please pray on.
The local believers have continued with all the
assembly meetings, and it is good to see the
development of Darwin and Victor in their
participation in all areas. Numbers fluctuate at the
meetings, as some live out of town, but we give
thanks for those who persevere and help where
possible. The assembly is responsible for the bimonthly ministry meeting for the state of Merida on
the 21st of this month, so we commence on Monday
9th with nightly meetings for prayer and teaching,
with the desire to encourage the believers in these
very difficult times.
After four weeks of prayer, the assembly in
Chamita, Merida, arranged to evangelize the town of
San Juan de Lagunillas on Saturday 7th. At 2:30 am
that same day there was an earthquake of 5.1
followed by several others throughout the day,
causing minor damage to some buildings and
churches, and leaving a lot of people in panic mode.
The epicentre was just 7kms from that town, so no
coincidence that the Lord desires to awaken souls to
the need of salvation. We were unable to help in this

HORIZONS 4

effort as planned, due to the road being blocked from
the landslides. One man was killed when hit on the
head by a falling rock when they were stopped by a
landslide on the way up to Merida. The epicentre
was just 27kms from El Vigia, so we were woken by
the rumbling, followed by a good shaking, which
had some of the neighbours out on the street yelling.
The apartment building where Moises & Erika live
suffered minor damage to wall plastering and
everyone was evacuated for the day because of the
tremors that followed.

A refugee couple (Sasha & Olga) and their two
children fled the war in the East and came to Lutsk.
We were put in touch with them through the work we
do in Ukraine Child Care. Rhoda and I provided a
rented apartment for them, and true are the words the
Lord Jesus spoke in Luke 16:9 “Make to yourselves
friends of the mammon of unrighteousness”. They
started to attend the assembly meetings in September
2014. At this point, they had never attended any
“church” meetings of any sort. They never miss any
assembly meetings, and we were delighted when
Olga professed to be saved in June. Pray for Sasha –
Your prayers for the situation in the country is he is seeking and would long to be saved.
greatly appreciated, especially at election time on 6th
of December. Pray also for the believers as they seek Ira, a 23-year-old girl, came to her first conference in
to continue in testimony to our Lord’s name, in very July 2014. With an Orthodox background she found
difficult circumstances, even for the everyday living. it all very strange. She heard the Gospel for the first
time and after the conference she started to attend the
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all, assembly meetings. Over the past year, she has had
as we send greetings in His worthy name.
many questions to ask and has been diligent in
reading her Bible. We were delighted when we got
news in August that Ira had trusted Christ as Saviour.
Lutsk, UKRAINE
She would like to get baptized but is facing
Timothy & Rhoda Sloan
opposition from home. Pray for Ira.
Lutsk Christian Publication Centre, in the last 11
months, has translated, proofread, corrected,
designed and printed here in Lutsk 20,000 “Who we
are and what we believe,” 17,000 Safety Certainty
and Enjoyment,” 7,000 verse cards and 40,000
Gospel Tracts. We have also printed 2,000 books:
1,000 The Persecutor (The life story of Sergei
Kourdakov) and 1,000 “Choices” by brother John

Timothy & Rhoda Sloan

As Rhoda and I look back, we have much to be
thankful for in Lutsk. The Lord has blessed in
salvation, the assembly is growing and remains
united. Rhoda and I deeply appreciate the prayers of
the Lord’s people and above all the presence and
blessing of the Lord.
The Lutsk Assembly
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Dennison (Arizona). This is a mammoth work, and distributing Gospel tracts. So many in our locality
we appreciate the prayerful and the practical support know who we are, what we do and what we believe.
of assembly believers.
Every day the children have 10 minutes singing, 10
For some years, Rhoda and I have longed to buy a minutes learning a verse, 20 minutes Bible story
large billboard (6m x 3m) on one of the busiest before they get their hot meal. The Lord has never
streets beside the Lutsk Gospel hall. The Lord failed us and never will. For 13 years, your practical
graciously provided for us, and now we have bought support has enabled us to employ staff, provide food
it, renovated it and our first advert goes up in as well as clothing and medicines for these children
November 2015. This will be an offer of a free Bible who come from the worst of the worst homes. Why
+ free 2106 calendar. What a privilege in a once do we do it? We believe that the Gospel is the only
Communist controlled country and city. We have answer to preserving these boys and girls from a life
bought 5,000 Bibles, 2,000 New Testaments, 2,000 of sin and misery and an eternity without Christ.
John’s Gospels and we have 23,000 calendars. God
has promised Isaiah 55:11 “My Word – shall not Our Sunday school has increased to approximately
75 children and this is so encouraging. In our Sunday
return unto Me void”.
afternoon, Gospel meeting there
would hardly be a Sunday when
Rhoda and I have just ordered from
we don’t have between five and ten
China 10,000 cloth carrier bags
unsaved in from the streets. We
that will arrive with us in February
would ask you to pray for two men
2016 with John 3:16 printed on
who nearly always attend – Yuri
both sides in Ukrainian. We are
and Arnold.
excited about this as these will be
handed out freely in Lutsk and it
In July, we had our 12th summer
will be interesting to see people
conference, and it was the biggest
carrying their shopping bags
ever. 136 believers and unbelievers
displaying the Word of God. This
were gathered from 4th. until the
has been costly, but we are
12th. of July. Over the eight days,
convinced it is a wise investment
Rhoda and I rented and provided
in the spread of the Gospel.
free accommodation, transportation
On the 1st December, we will be
and three meals per day for all.
opening a Christian book shop called “Good News” Seven nationalities were present. Brother Michael
at the Gospel Hall. This shop will open from 9 am - Wilkie (Scotland) ministered from Ephesians 6, and
9 pm, six days a week. Pray that this will enable us it was most helpful while brother James Colledge
to reach more people with the Gospel and will (England) took the children’s meetings (photo). Our
enable us to spread assembly literature further afield. 2016 conference starts July 9th and finishes July
17th. God willing, brother Dan Rudge (England) and
As an assembly, we are active and at all times try to James Colledge will be with us. Why not join us –
involve as many assembly believers as possible so you would be most welcome! Please contact us!
that they feel that they have a part to play in the
growth of the assembly. Every day approx. 82 We could not do what we do without you. We greatly
children are fed at the Gospel Hall. This work appreciate your prayers and the sacrifices you make.
(Ukraine Child Care) has been continuing for 13 As we face 2016 we have two large projects
years, and many of our first children have now underway: 1. Our own assembly owned orphanage
grown up and have families of their own. This is a and 2. Conference facilities. Proverbs 29:18 “Where
huge benefit when we go around the doors there is no vision, the people perish”.
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BOTSWANA REPORT

have ended the year with a conversational study of 1
Corinthians 15. Each week some young and older
brethren were asked to be responsible for a verse
each. This worked well, and the contributions were
all concise and profitable.

Dr. Clark Logan

The time for the weekly Bible study on campus has
been changed to seven in the morning. A dedicated
little band of young men and women have shown a
good interest as we have studied together the
teaching concerning the Holy Spirit. Some of these
young believers are planning a gospel outreach
during the coming holiday period and we are cheered
by their zeal and initiative.
This has also been a year of weddings among the
believers – four to date with one yet remaining. We
do pray that the newly married couples will maintain
a bright testimony and be a blessing to many
including their family members who are not yet
saved. Christian couples can be put under great
pressure by their extended families, and they need
much wisdom and strength to face up to these
challenges.

Doing the weekly wash, the hard way!

As we look back over the past year, we are glad to
report that the Lord has blessed in salvation and
spiritual growth as well. Three believers were
baptized, and a dear couple returned to the Gaborone
assembly after many years away. We all shared in the
joy of their restoration.
The Sunday School work continues to grow and in
Gaborone and the surrounding area we have 13
different classes with hundreds of children showing
a keen interest week by week. We reprinted for the
third time an excellent Setswana gospel booklet
called Jesu Mmoloki (Jesus the Saviour). Also, some
new tracts in both Setswana and English were
written and produced.
In the last couple of months, we had a special gospel
effort in Gaborone West. The believers supported the
meetings well, and some worked hard to bring
friends along each evening. In the Bible Class, we

Finally, you might remember Botswana in a time of
crisis as far as our water supply is concerned. The
rains have not yet come, and the Gaborone Dam has
been empty for many weeks. We go for many days
without a drop from the tap; shops are regularly sold
out of bottled water, and hardware stores are doing a
roaring trade in water pumps and storage tanks in
anticipation of better days to come. The heat is
intense, and the government has issued health
warnings – this in a country used to a desert climate.
This morning at 7.30 am it was already 34 degrees!

SOUTH AFRICA
David and Helen McKillen
It is a real joy to be able to report positively of the
blessings of the Lord as we come to the close of
2015, in His will. For both Helen and myself 2014
had been a year of real challenge and greatly altered
personal circumstances; although we were humbly
grateful to have seen the Lord’s hand in answered
prayer, preservation, recovery for Helen and some
guidance in our immediate circumstances as how to
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best move forward as the Lord intended. As most
know, Helen’s illness and recovery period
determined a relocation back to our home town of
Ballymena, and into fellowship with our
commending assembly in Kells, County Antrim,
Northern Ireland. The prayers of many of the Lord’s
people and the interest and support of many have
helped to sustain the family and us in past days.
Helen is well, and able to be involved in the care of
the family, and looking after Ruby, our first
grandchild, who is now over one-year-old. The joys
and responsibility of “grandparenthood,” has been an
attendant blessing as well for both of us.

Prophecy Meetings in Francistown, Botswana.

importance where assemblies are reducing in
number, and the local environment is increasingly
hostile. It is humbling to see the joy on the face of
older responsible brothers who have not seen a “full
hall” for quite some time.
The “Overberg” region (about 100 miles east of
Cape Town City centre) has been the focus of much
labour in recent years. It was my pattern, at the
request of the small group of assemblies, to travel
out and stay for 4 or 5 weeks at a time, returning
perhaps every 2 or 3 months for a short visit and a 4
!
to 5 week sojourn among them at least once every 12
Gospel Calendars loaded for Namibia
months. Such a pattern, over a period of years, has
been greatly blessed of the Spirit of God, who has
Although the Lord is opening doors within the UK
worked in a wonderful manner in the district.
for activity in His service, we both felt that the time
was right to make a return trip to southern Africa in Hermanus – the most central assembly – has more
early 2015. There were many invitations and prior than doubled in size in the past 5 to 6 years, and
plans which stood unfulfilled, but the Lord indicated much of the growth has been in the restoration of
where and for what purpose I should be absent from backslidden believers, some who have been for many
Helen. Most of January through towards the end of years away from the Lord.
March was spent travelling in the Cape, Botswana
and into Namibia as well. It was a joy to visit over I travelled northwards to Francistown, Botswana,
20 assemblies in that period and in many to find carrying large quantities of outreach literature and
growth and progress since I had been with the saints visiting other assemblies on the way. The assembly
last, in 2013. Many of the Cape Town assemblies in Francistown had gone through a time of difficulty
within each district combined so that more than one and had requested teaching meetings specifically on
the Lord’s return and End Times subjects in general.
assembly could benefit from teaching and ministry.
The prophecy chart – which was entirely new to
In many cases, small assemblies of 25-30 were thus them – along with study literature was well received.
able to have a packed hall and an attendant boost in Numbers were greatly increased from normal weekly
both their unity and local testimony. This is of real
attendances, many from denominational backgrounds
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heard the truth of our great hope, “our gathering which we live, that our lives might be to the praise of
together unto Him” for the first time. [We often His glory.
forget the truth of the Rapture of the Church is
hidden from many who are in Christ]. The Lord NICARAGUA
subsequently blessed in salvation and restoration, Tony & Danelle Flett
which was further encouragement to the assembly.
After a short time with the small assembly in Maun
[N. W. Botswana] I spent the last few days in
March in outreach work in the north of Namibia
with brother Dan Nguluka, a full-time Zambian
brother who I have labored alongside often in the
past. Dan has been heavily involved in outreach and
open-air work in Namibia for the past five years or
so. We have assisted him with visits and literature
since 2012. On the 2015 trip we visited new towns,
recently established in the very north of the country
close to the Angolan border, and found a ready ear
and appetite for the gospel including many requests
for return visits and the offer of homes and garages
to preach in. Prayer would be valued for all the
recent and planned outreach into Namibia. The ear
of the people is open for the gospel though
missionaries may not be formally approved by the
government access on a visiting basis is unrestricted.
This could – as in other places – change suddenly.
“The night cometh when no man can work..”
Since my return to Northern Ireland, I have been
kept busy in ministry and outreach with smaller
assemblies, some in the south of Ireland, some in
Wales, and [at the time of writing] in the far north of
Scotland and the Orkney and Shetland islands. There
are about 12 small assemblies from the top of
Scotland stretching in a chain of island communities
almost to Norway. It has been a joy, over the months
of October and November, to visit them and find
adherence to scripture and zeal for the lost, even
when they are isolated geographically from other
companies of believers. Please pray for the assembly
testimonies in these remote and often isolated areas
of the UK.
Helen and I appreciate continued prayer for
ourselves, our family, and for continual reassurance
[also in medical review] that “all is well”. May the
Lord grant both wisdom and boldness of utterance to
His saints in these increasingly difficult days in

Tony & Danelle Flett and family

Eleven years have passed since we moved as a
family to Nicaragua, and we can truly say that the
Lord has been faithful in every way. Amy, Brenda
and Craig are all in assembly fellowship and active
in the local assembly in Dolores. There have been
some trying times. I was in the last morning of a
week of Bible studies on the east coast of Honduras
when Danelle called to tell me that the house had
been robbed. It was late, and Craig had been getting
a quick shower before heading off to bed. When he
returned to his room 20 minutes later, his computer,
phone, wallet and Bible were gone.
Somebody had been watching through the window
and waiting for the opportunity to break in and grab
whatever they could. The police came but likely
destroyed more evidence than they collected. On a
positive note, the Bible was found by the neighbour’s
gardener a few days later; the thieves had left the
most valuable item behind. Although we suffered
inconveniences of filing official reports, delays in
Craig’s schoolwork, and replacing documents, we
are profoundly thankful for the many prayers for our
safety and God’s protection from personal harm.
And we are currently in the process of upgrading the
security around our house.
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It has been a privilege to see the work in Nicaragua
growing over the last decade. There were three
assemblies in the country in 2004 which has grown
to 13 today with some new works ongoing. It is good
to see God’s grace continue to reach out to the lost
and save them for eternity.

of Dolores, which we occasionally visit, especially to
help with teaching. We are also close enough to join
for special meetings. In the far northern part of
Nicaragua, there are three smaller assemblies (three
to six hours from here) that do not get many visits,
and we hope to be able to spend some time with
them early 2016.

It has also been satisfying to see the growth in
individual believers, as lives are changed and old Two years ago a property in the north of the county
sinful patterns are broken, and spiritual gifts develop was donated for the purpose of a camp and
conference facility, and two different teams have
come down to help in the construction. We now have
two separate dormitories that can sleep about 160, as
well as a large covered area that can accommodate
over 300 for meetings. Some studies have already
been given, and our national conference was held
there last April. Lord willing, another group is
planning on coming next year to continue with
improvements to the property. We trust the Lord will
use the facilities to encourage the Christians and
reach out to the lost in that area of the country.

The Sala in El Panama, Nicaragua
to build up local churches. As a young work, the
need for elders in the assemblies continues to be a
matter of intense prayer. We are very encouraged to
see a good number of couples maturing and both
seeing and expressing a desire to get involved in this
most needed work. In North America and other
areas that are more established, we are used to
having a good number of middle-aged believers with
a lifetime of grounding and godly examples to
follow. Here the examples are only the workers and
maturity just takes time. We know that God is
faithful and will meet this need in His time just as
He has met all the others.

The first week of November we were privileged to
have our brother Carl Knott from Spain for a week of
intensive daily Bible studies from 8:00 to 12:00 each
morning in Dolores, focusing on three topics: the
book of Ruth, Messianic Psalms, and God’s grace. It
was good to see over 80 believers from all around
the country taking the time off work to come and
learn more from God’s word. Next week our Brother
Sandy Higgins has plans to be with us for a week of
much-appreciated studies amongst the Englishspeaking workers and nightly meetings in the
different assemblies in the area.
Please continue to pray for the Lord’s work in
Nicaragua; so much of the county is still untouched
with a clear Gospel, and it sure seems that the day of
His return is fast approaching. If souls are to be
saved, it needs to be soon.

After six years working in the rural community of El
Panama, we considered it an answer to prayer San Salvador, EL SALVADOR
that Walter and Nelson, two young brethren from the Jack Saword
Dolores assembly, felt led to take on the
responsibility and burden of the weekly meetings I continue to grieve the departure to Glory, of my
and visits in that area. This has allowed us to visit a dear wife and life partner, Ellen, whom as you know,
bit amongst the other assemblies and help encourage went Home to be with her Lord and Saviour, on the
the Saints. There are five assemblies within an hour 22nd of August. The last year of her life, I had to
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feed her through a tube in her stomach, as she was
unable to swallow anything by mouth. Then during
the last three weeks of her life, she was unable to
tolerate food or liquids through the tube, and so it
was very difficult for me and the family, to see her
gradually fade away, until she took her last breath,
and was ushered into the realm of eternal bliss with
her Lord and Saviour, whom she so dearly loved and
served. I’m missing her greatly, but the Lord has
certainly been very near to me in this sore trial and is
greatly comforting and sustaining me, in these
difficult moments without her at my side, where she
has been for the past 57 years.

as many as 25 or more die at the hands of gangs and
even amongst government forces.

I felt led of the Lord, to return to the work here in El
Salvador, with its great need and so few to carry on
the work, as Craig, Corina and Steven had plans to
return by land. I felt it was opportune for me to
follow them down in my vehicle, and bring a few
more of my belongings by road, than I would be able
to bring with me, travelling by air.

Some of you may have heard, that our son Craig has
been diagnosed with having first stages of
Parkinson’s, as well as Huntington’s disease.

None of the believers connected with our assemblies,
have suffered loss of life, but many have suffered
financial losses, due to the gangs demanding tax
money, especially from those who have some type of
business. They threaten with a death warrant and
even kidnapping, if these don’t comply with their
demands, This mental strain makes it very difficult
for many to stay in business.
Please continue to pray, that the saints and the fulltime workers here, may be protected from wicked
and unreasonable men, that the Word of Life may
After the funeral, I drove back with Craig and Corina continue to be sounded forth unhindered, for the
and their son Steven to Kennewick, where we had glory of our God, the salvation of precious souls and
the trailer packed and headed on our way to that the saints be edified and make progress in their
Springdale, AR.
spiritual lives.

We also shipped a 20-foot container, with the rest of
my belongings, including many Seed Sowers texts,
Bibles and scriptural literature, handicap utensils and
other materials, to be used in the work here, which
will D.V. arrive here before the end of this month.
The Lord greatly helped us, get through the borders
and didn’t encounter any serious dangers with the
drug cartel bandits on the road, even though the
roads were in a greatly deteriorated condition; we
made it safely here, with the Lord’s help and
protection.
I’m glad to be back in the work here, there is such a
great need, as this field continues to be white and
ready to harvest, but where the labourers are so few.
I trust, with the Lord help and guidance, to be able to
continue sowing the Good Seed, and to strengthen
and build up the saints in their most holy faith,
especially those in several assemblies that have
diminished greatly in numbers, mostly due to having
to move to others areas, where there is less gang
activities. The government is having serious problem
trying to control the many daily deaths. Some days

I feel greatly that he has to deal, with that disease, as
well as with Huntington’s Chorea, that his mother
Ellen suffered from. Please pray that the Lord will
sustain and encourage him and Corina in this trial.
I am thankful to the Lord, for His continued help and
blessing with the work, in the Springdale, Arkansas
area. The newly established assembly testimony
there, in mid-June, 2013, after eight plus years of
labor, has seen further souls being reached and
saved, and others being added to the fellowship of
the assembly. This has greatly encouraged our hearts.
I trust and pray, that the Lord may continue to help,
bless and encourage the work there. I would greatly
covet your prayers.
We were thankful to have Harry & Rebecca
Rodriguez, who have shared in the establishing of
the work there. We rejoice in a good number of the
brethren, who form a part of the testimony there,
taking an active part in the exercises and gatherings
and growing in grace and in the knowledge of our
Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. I plan D.V., to make
periodic visits there as the Lord enables us and keep
in touch with our many loved ones in the Lord there.
I received a very warm and endearing welcome back
from the saints in El Salvador that I have been in
touch with thus far and I look forward D.V., to

HORIZONS 11

getting in touch with many more around the country, have the meetings in a more public context. The
as the Lord would guide and enable me.
work has progressed to the point where we gather
with a handful of children from the neighbourhood
Should you desire to correspond with me, here in El
for a Sunday School, a weekly gospel meeting
Salvador the address of a Courier Service in Miami,
(Lord’s day), Bible reading (Wednesday), and a
FL, that you can send your letters through, using the
regular U.S. Postage, which I find much safer and prayer / ministry meeting (Friday). Around fifteen of
faster than sending mail through the regular mail us gather for these meetings on a regular basis. In
system here. If you would like to contact me by light of this on the 29th of November 2015 it is our
phone, my Home number is: 001-503-2260-1063 or desire to celebrate the Lord’s supper for the first time
my Cell number, which is:001-503-7505-0445. By and to continue until He comes.
one way or another, I would greatly enjoy and We would ask that you pray for our preservation
appreciate hearing from you.
while seeking to live for Him in this “present evil
age” (Galatians 1.4).

Jalisco, MEXICO

Jonathan and Hannah Seed
We have greatly enjoyed the gift of three children
with one more due any day now. Hannah has had a
rough time this past week and is quite ready to see
the new one face to face. We have been in Mexico
for about four years now and this will be our fourth
child. We trust there will not always be a correlation
between the number of years in the country and the
number of children in our care.
It is a great responsibility to raise these children in a
country where an armed conflict has been in
progress since 2007 between militarized drug cartels,
the federal government and even citizen militias in
the nearby state of Michoacán. Over 100,000 people
have been killed in this “drug war” in the last eight
years (twice the death toll for Americans in the
Vietnam War), however, by the grace of God, not
one missionary we fellowship with has been harmed.
This can only be attributed to the care and protection
of our Father.

Xalapa, MEXICO
Timothy & Jenna Stevenson
Seven months have quickly gone by since that first
never-to-be-forgotten Lord's Day when we sat down
for the first time to "Break Bread" in the assembly
here in Xalapa. These days have been very
educational for both the believers and us as we seek
to see them grow in the faith.
What joy fills our hearts in the midst of these last
days with so-called Christianity and all its confusion,
to see a group with deepening desires and growing
convictions to obey the One, who gave His life to
redeem them from this present evil age. Three of the
brethren currently help out with preaching the three
R's of the Gospel on a weekly basis and also have
commenced giving suitable ministry.

We are most thankful to see how God has already
given the increase in both a spiritual and numerical
nature, being assured that the Lord Himself has
purchased the assembly with His own blood. He too
The urban area where we labour has seen its share of will raise up men with shepherd hearts to lead and
violence, but this has not affected the work in any feed the flock.
way. We enjoy great liberty to preach the gospel in
Guadalajara, whether on street corners, in pubic Recently we had a short spell of Gospel meetings in
a nearby town called Actopan. A little interest was
halls, private homes, or otherwise.
shown, however due to a sudden raise in abductions
The work began a little over 2½ years ago in the & murders in a town of 4,100 we have decided to
home of Ricardo & Martha Solis. They kindly discontinue while we look to the Lord for guidance.
offered the use of their home for gospel meetings
and shortly afterwards a bi-weekly gospel meeting Also, remember the nearby town of Coatepec where
commenced. We had good attendance in their home we have been preaching weekly in the open-air for
and saw the need to rent a room where we could the last two years.
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We are presently on a visit to Guadalajara &
Zapopan on route to the annual conference in Tepic
where once again we are almost overwhelmed with
the millions of Mexicans that have never heard the
glorious Gospel of God. Pray that the Lord will send
more workers to this dark idolatrous land of chillies,
coffee & cactus' but very few Christians.

San Felipe, Venezuela
mark 95 years since the assembly
was established.

San Felipe was the third assembly to be established
in Venezuela and today there are over 150 in
fellowship. The work began with tent meetings when
William Williams decided to use his tent in that city.
So on January 29, 1919, the Gospel entered the city
for the first time. Along with fellow-helpers, the
foundation of the assembly was laid.
The Assembly in San Felipe commenced in 1920,
and the Christians met in the home of one of the
brethren, until 1924. Then the hall was built just
three blocks from the Plaza Bolivar in the center of
town, and the inauguration of the hall took place on
August 10, 1926. The Assembly began to grow little
by little.
In 1928, William Williams who had just returned to
Venezuela newly married moved with his new bride
Mabel to San Felipe for five weeks.

(1920 - 2015)

Then in January 1931, Bertie Douglas and his wife
the first to be commended from Northern Ireland to
the work in Venezuela, moved to San Felipe and
began to help in the work in the state of Yaracuy. By
this time, the assembly in San Felipe had about 40 in
fellowship. Bertie Douglas built a residence behind
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the hall in San Felipe. It seemed that everything was
going ahead without hinderance.
But the Lord brought another test, to the work in San
Felipe in the home call of this servant of the Lord. In
1935, Bertie and his wife went on furlough to
Northern Ireland. There he took ill suddenly and
departed to be with the Lord on October 31, 1935.
They were followed, by Mr. & Mrs. John Wells.
Commended by the Bleary assembly, in Northern
Ireland who also settled in San Felipe for a time.
Following the second world war, some brethren
from both Northern Ireland and Canada were
exercised to serve the Lord in Venezuela.
A new era began in 1947 when Mr. & Mrs. Joseph
Milne sailed on Queen Elizabeth, on the 11th of
February and arrived at Puerto Cabello on May 7,
that year, commended by the assembly of Lower
Windsor, in Belfast. After a few months in Puerto
Cabello, they took up residence in San Felipe.
Joe and Georgina Milne faithfully served the Lord in
the Yaracuy for fifty years until 1997, when due to
health concerns, they were forced to return to
Northern Ireland.
During those years in San Felipe along with other
brethren, brother Milne preached the word and
planted assemblies in the surrounding towns and
villages. Today there are sixteen assemblies in the
state of Yaracuy.

Conference gathering in October this year.

In October, this year at the annual conference in San
Felipe they celebrated their 95th anniversary. Over
500 believers came from other assemblies in the
country and some full-time brethren ministered the
Word of God. On Saturday and Sunday 2570 plates
of food were served. The Lord met the need in spite
of the great scarcity of supplies in the country at
present.
On Saturday afternoon of the conference, a
Thanksgiving meeting and summary of the goodness
of God over 95 years was given by one of the
brethren.
T. S. Ashley Milne
__________________________________________
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Austin Milne (my grandson) and I with Nehemiah
Sequera and his wife Bestalia, who serve the Lord in
Ciudad Guayana in the state of Bolivar in southern
Venezuela.

A very Happy Christmas & New Year
to all our readers, supporters, and to
all the brethren & sisters who serve
the Lord around the world.
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