The Lord’s Work
in

Pirassununga Region of BRAZIL
William and Elen Watterson
I would like to draw your attention to a region
in the interior of the state of São Paulo, slightly
south from the centre of Brazil, with an area of
approximately 6,500 sq. km. The Gospel arrived
here in 1968 when my parents (Ronnie and
Janeta Watterson) moved to Descalvado. Since
then the Lord has planted eight assemblies, and
the Gospel is preached regularly in another six
towns.
On the western limit of this region is Ibaté
(population: 30,000), where an assembly was
planted in the 1970s. They have suffered
pressure from some young believers who do not
appreciate the simplicity of the NT pattern for an
assembly, but still go on well, with around
twenty-five believers in fellowship.
In Descalvado 60 km east from Ibaté; population
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30,000) is the oldest assembly in this region, an
assembly from which the Gospel has been
carried to various other towns. Today the
assembly is weaker; many of the first generation
are passing on, and there are not so many to take
their place. Mum continues working tirelessly in
the proofreading of every book we publish (more
on the literature work at the end of this report).
Dad was promoted to Heaven on the 30th of
May of this year, after a long battle with
Parkinson’s. He is buried here in Descalvado, in
the town and region where he spent almost 50
years serving the Lord. We miss him terribly, but
we rejoice to know he is with the Lord he loved
so much. His three children, two sons-in-law,
one daughter-in-law and eight grandchildren are
all saved and in assembly fellowship (except for
the youngest grandchild, aged 13).
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Another 50 km east lies S. C. das Palmeiras
(population: 29,000). In the 1980s, after several
series of Gospel meetings (in a tent and a rented
hall), an assembly was planted. Some year later
a brother from Descalvado was commended to
the Lord’s work there. Today they number
around twenty-five in fellowship. During 2012
they had the sad experience of dealing with sin
in their midst, but recently they have seen a good
interest in the Gospel; the Hall is usually packed
on a Lord’s Day.
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Palmeiras, population: 28,000) is today the
weakest assembly in our region. Some years ago
there was a very active little group of fifteen
believers, but various problems left them very
weak. There is only one brother, his wife, and an
elderly sister. The brother, even though not
gifted to teach or preach the Gospel, faithfully
carries on the work, helped by believers from
Pirassununga, S. C. das Palmeiras and Aguaí.
The assembly in Pirassununga (45 km south-east
from Descalvado; population: 70,000) was
planted in the 1970s — today there are over
thirty in fellowship. It has been growing and
maturing well. — continued on page 3

horizonsmissionarymagazine.com
HORIZONS PUBLISHING POLICY
HORIZONS is mailed free of charge, to any
assembly, in bulk quantities. It is usually
published quarterly and its production is
supported entirely by the freewill offerings of the
Lord's people. Readers are asked to notify us of
changes of address and to keep the number of
magazines required, under review. Those wishing
to have fellowship with the publication of
HORIZONS may communicate with us directly. If a
tax-deductible receipt is desired for Canadian
residents, for fellowship sent to either the
LORD’S SERVANTS or HORIZONS, please make
cheque out to: Gospel Perpetuating Foundation.

HORIZONS 2

GOSPEL PERPETUATING FOUNDATION
Kerrisdale Professional Centre
2025 West 42nd Avenue, # 380
Vancouver,B.C.,Canada,V6M2B5
Phone (604) 266-5677 Fax: (604) 266-4359

E-mail: gpf@gpfcanada.org www.gpfcanada.org
_____________________________________________

The Gospel Hymn Book CD’s still available.
All four volumes for $60.00 + postage.
tsamhorizons@shaw.ca

Gospel, and today there are fourteen believers in
fellowship.
Going south a further 10 km from Pirassununga
lies S. C. da Conceição (population: 4,000),
where an assembly was planted about a decade
ago, after my sister and her husband moved there
from Pirassununga. They started with meetings
in their home — today there is an assembly with
over a dozen believers meeting in their own Hall.
The eighth assembly is in Leme (10 km south
from S. C. da Conceição; population: 91,000). A
brother from Descalvado moved there in the late
1980s, commended to the Lord’s work. He
started meetings in his home, and the Lord
blessed in the salvation of souls and the
establishing of an assembly, which today has
around 25 in fellowship.
The Gospel is also preached regularly in six
towns around us, usually in the homes of
believers who have relocated from some town in
the region where there is an assembly. These
towns are:

— continued from page 2
In Aguaí (50 km east from Pirassununga;
population: 32,000) is the youngest assembly in
our region, planted just over a year ago (15th
March 2015). Door-to-door work began in 2004,
then series of Gospel meetings; then a Hall was
rented. The Lord blessed the preaching of the

• The believers from Leme visit Araras (20 km
south, population: 119,000), every week,
preaching the Gospel in the homes of two
couples who are saved and baptised. They also
visit Conchal (28 km from Araras, population:
27,000) where a door has recently opened for the
preaching of the Gospel.
• Believers from Pirassununga and
Descalvado visit Porto Ferreira
(population: 51,000), where the
Gospel has been preached since the
1970s. It has always been “hardground”, and there is no assembly
there, but souls have been saved
over the years. Today there are nine
believers living there (three baptised
this year), meeting in their own Hall
every Tuesday and Lord’s day. They
are seeking the Lord’s guidance in
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relation to gathering as an assembly.
• The saints in Aguaí regularly visit the towns
of S. J. da Boa Vista and Poços de Caldas (20
km and 50 km from Aguaí) and preach the
Gospel in the homes of believers.
•
Finally, believers from S. C. das Palmeiras
visit the town of Guaxupé (90 km from
Palmeiras, population: 52,000) every
Wednesday, where a brother opens his home for
the preaching of the Gospel.

working on the Old Testament commentaries of
that same series: four volumes, of an expected
nineteen, have been published, and we aim to
publish another one or two volumes a year, as
the Lord permits, until the series is complete. We
have translated and published five of the
Assembly Testimony “Glory” books (and a sixth
volume, “The Glory of Godly Women”, is ready
to print). We publish a free quarterly magazine
and various small booklets about assembly
principles and Christian living. Literature has
been very useful here in Brazil, as some
believers and assemblies are hundreds of miles
from any other assembly. We visit them when
we can, but literature ends up being their most
important source of teaching. Please pray for all
those involved in this work (translating, proofreading, editing, distributing, etc.), and that this
literature might continue to be a help to the
Lord’s people.

MEXICO
Paul & Barb Thiessen
In July of 1995, we moved from Puerto Vallarta
to a little village in Michoacan; Mexico called,
La Rinconada. Earlier gospel efforts and
teaching meetings lead to an assembly formed
in August of that year with 17 local believers.
After 12 years we saw that the assembly had
matured, grown, and local leadership was
caring for the flock. The Lord made is clear that
it was time to move on.

Christian literature Depot.
In addition to the above, another aspect of the
Lord’s work which is being developed in
Pirassununga, and which has proved a blessing
all over Brazil (and Angola and Portugal) is the
work of publishing sound Christian literature.
The complete New Testament series of Ritchie
Commentaries (John Ritchie Ltd, Kilmarnock)
has been translated and published. We are now

Our family moved to Zapopan, Jalisco, Mexico
in September of 2007. At that time we had a
rented hall, where we held a weekly Bible
reading and prayer meeting, as well as a Sunday
school work followed by a gospel meeting each
Lord’s day. In December of 2007 about 100
believers helped us deliver 120,000 gospel texts,
followed by a series of gospel meetings. The
work continued that way for some months,
adding a ministry meeting on the Lord’s day
morning. In January of 2009, a group of 10 local
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Paul & Barb Thiessen and family

believers met to break bread for the first time.
We have seen several saved and baptised, as well
as others added to the fellowship. In spite of
weakness, difficulty and trouble, the testimony
continues. This year we have had the joy of
seeing two men saved and they express a desire
to go on in their Christian lives. Three believers
were added to the company at the beginning of
the year.
In September of 2013, we began a consistent
outreach work in the south of Guadalajara,
working with Jonathan and Hannah Seed. After
several series of gospel meetings and teaching
meetings, we saw the work moving toward the
formation of another local assembly. Some of
these believers were already in fellowship in
Zapopan, but the travel time made it difficult to
be at all the meetings. Among the ones that were
saved in the South, was a couple who had been
attending for some time. While she had been
reading the Bible for some time, the gospel was

new to him. The change in their lives soon
brought them to desire to be baptised. It was
good to see them grow. Several young people
were saved, which was a great encouragement to
us as well. A new local church was formed in the
south of Guadalajara on November 29, 2015.
The two small companies in the greater
metropolitan area of Guadalajara keep us busy
with eight meetings a week. As the occasions
present themselves, we also travel to other
assemblies in Mexico with the specific purpose
of teaching the believers. Two of our children are
married. Our son Joel and his wife, Amanda, live
in Omaha, Nebraska. We are looking forward to
their visit this July to help us with the annual
children’s meetings.
One year ago, Erika married Ricky Sawatzky,
who was already serving the Lord in Irapuato,
Guanajuato, Mexico. Our youngest, Nicolas, is
completing university studies in Mexico.
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The work in Mexico is expanding as more
workers come and different places are visited
with the gospel. The enemy then increases his
attacks and tries to destroy what is for God. May
the Lord help us as we work and may He
preserve us in this evil day.

of Panama City would look much like that of any
other capital city in the developed world, but
don’t be fooled by the façade that obscures the
reality of spiritual and moral darkness. There is
a saying here “Dress so no one knows you’re
poor”, in other words, what you see is not
necessarily what is true.

PANAMA
Byrne & Lois Foreshew
Panama is known as “The Pass between Two
Continents and The Pathway between Two
Seas”. At 8 degrees north of the equator, it’s
been the meeting place of commerce and
culture for centuries, connecting the world from
north to south and east to west.
The Panama Canal is one of the largest trade
routes in the world, thus the varied cross
section

Byrne & Lois Foreshew and children

Panama is a rapidly developing country, the
fastest growing economy in Central and South
America. However we still are not too far
removed from “Third World” status when it
comes to high corruption in all levels of
government and business, poor education, poor
health care, the gap between the rich and poor
and the dwindling middle class, escalating
immorality and violence. In saying this, we see
a rapid growth in materialism, trying to obtain at
all costs, even to neglecting their children, a
lifestyle they see and hear through their
television and social media network. The skyline

of culture, language and religion that exists.
Indifference to the gospel because of religious
confusion, materialism and social media is on
the rise, and many of the young people are
addicted to their electronic devices and virtual
friends. There is much spiritual confusion and
blindness and the word “Christian” is applied
very liberally to anyone that would attend any
religious organisation no matter if they don’t
believe or teach that Jesus is God or the Bible is
the inerrant Word of God. In spite of these
hurdles, God is working; souls are being reached
with salvation and growing spiritually. The Lord
himself said about the strait gate “strive to enter
in” and the narrow way “few there be that find
it”.
April 26, 2016, marked seven years of assembly
testimony in Valle Hermoso and December 5th,
2015 marked five years since the planting of
another assembly in Dolega (La Acequia),
Chiriqui. Our fellow workers Marcos and Sara
Sequera, commended from Venezuela in 2009,
labour in this province of Chiriqui in the far west
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of the country which borders Costa Rica. Since The small group of believers in Valle Hermoso
the beginning of the year the assembly there has continue to show signs of growth and
been enjoying the accommodations of a newly commitment. They are first generation believers;
constructed hall.
most would be the only ones saved in their
family. It’s not easy for them and each day is a
The work in Panama started in the small village test of their faith as they seek to live a Christian
of Valle Hermoso, about 45 minutes west of life in the midst of ungodly home environments
Panama City, in November 2005 with a visit by with many temptations.
Most of the adult
Ross Vanstone from Canada. That visit turned believers would have attended a variety of
into a two-year stay, but when we arrived churches before being saved, so they come with
permanently in December 2007, Ross moved on much religious baggage and confusion that is not
easily undone. It takes much time and patience,
Assembly testimony in Valle Hermoso
step by step teaching to feed and help them grow.
to break new ground elsewhere. Over the years, The teaching isn’t just in spiritual and moral
like any new work, there have been many things, it includes marriage and family life, how
difficulties, heartaches and tears, but as the to care for and teach their children, resolving
birthing pains gave way to new life, God was problems in all areas of life (work, school and
doing an eternal work in the Isthmus of Panama. family), managing finances and learning to form
We still face difficult situations but are seeing an orderly and respectable lifestyle, using
fruit and growth and evidence that of a surety the scripture as their guide.
work is of God. We are so dependent on His
wisdom, Word and strength to guide us through We work with some indigenous people from the
Kuna Indian tribe; they are open to the gospel,
each new situation that we are faced with.
and a number have been saved and added to the
HORIZONS 7

assembly. One family, in particular, has given us
much joy, three of the sisters (Hilda, Rode,
Anelda) are saved, two are in the assembly. The
son and daughter of Rode are in assembly
fellowship as well. We just heard recently that
two daughters of Anelda have professed
salvation as well, so we thank the Lord for this
encouragement. In the province of Chiriqui
where the Sequera’s live, they would labour
more amongst the Ngobe Bugle indigenous tribe
and have seen blessing in salvation as well.
There are numerous indigenous tribes
throughout the country, but these two would
make up the largest population.

The Friday evening young people’s Bible class
has grown smaller as the competition is stronger
with five new churches starting up very close to
where the hall is located. These groups are very
worldly in their means of attracting the young,
with very little emphases on salvation or the
truth of scripture. It’s an evening of worldly
entertainment in the name of God! Immorality,
violence and disrespect on all levels run rampant
amongst the young, and it’s destroying these
precious lives. We know it’s only salvation and
obedience to the Word of God that will save,
guide and preserve them from the disastrous
lifestyle of their parents and peers. They don’t
need more of the world in the name of the
On Thursday evenings we are in an orphanage church; they need salvation in the name of
called Ciudad del Niño (City of the Child) for Christ!
two bible classes. There are about 140 children,
and we would be able to speak to about half of We have seen so many young people start well
them each week. They are a good group and but get drawn away by this ungodly world, that
attentive, but their young minds have been we started a special Bible class intended for
contaminated by what they have experienced at a those that are saved and baptised. The focus is to
young age. We just pray that the constant help them understand the importance of
pouring of God’s love through His word into cultivating, enjoying and pursuing with all of
their hearts will soften them and turn them to the their heart the personal relationship with the
Saviour. Lois’s time practising in the clinic at Lord that is essential to holy Christian living.
the orphanage has been limited due to the
schooling needs of our children, but she still has Throughout the year we have children’s Bible
an active presence there. Another opportunity to classes at our home. We just finished a one-week
share the gospel at the orphanage is with some series with 15 to 18 children from the area in
young Taiwanese ladies who volunteer in a attendance. We are involved in a variety of other
variety of capacities. They usually come for a gospel outreaches in the local communities. The
two-year term, and we have befriended some annual short missions trip for girls from “the
them and have had the opportunity to have them homeland (Canada, USA, Scotland)” has been an
in our home and share gospel literature with encouragement to the work here, as well as in
them in their native tongue. At first, they were their personal spiritual development back home.
reluctant to take the literature, but in a recent There is still much work to do, the labourers are
conversation with a couple of them, they told us few and often weary, but great is the God whose
that they now are reading the Bible and work it is!
attending a Taiwanese Bible study, and they had
some questions for us. We are happy to be just He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing
links in the chain, channels only, that souls precious seed, shall doubtless come again
with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with
might hear the gospel and be saved.

him. Ps.126:6
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NICARAGUA
Tony and Danelle Flett
The Easter conference and youth
activities were held at the facilities
owned by the assemblies in the
northern part of the country. Just over
300 travelled from all over Nicaragua
to enjoy this annual time of fellowship.
In early July during a school vacation,
125 children attended a special
outreach at the same property. Not only
was it a good opportunity to spread the
seeds of the gospel in young hearts, but
it was excellent leadership and teaching
training for believers from several
assemblies. Lord willing the facilities
will continue to be improved so that by
next year they can accommodate
around 350. Please pray for a group
from B.C. and Washington, who are
planning to come in January 2017, to
focus on the construction of a new
building.
Seven years have passed since the work in the
rural community of El Panama started. A small
group of believers and a few unsaved have
continued to come, although hundreds have
heard the gospel there over the years. In June
two weeks of gospel tent meetings were well
attended by people in the surrounding
countryside, and we also enjoyed visits from
some the assemblies in the area. The second
week Jack Saword and Kevin Flett came over
from El Salvador to help. The excellent gospel
messages by both brothers encouraged the
Christians, and God blessed in salvation. It was
a special time for me personally as Jack is my
spiritual father, and although getting up in years,
his love for the lost and ability to point them to
the Saviour was a testimony to saint and sinner
alike. As a brother said after the meeting one
night, “Just imagine what the work in Nicaragua

Tony and Danelle Flett and family with Jack
Saword visiting from El Salvador

would look like if we all showed that kind of
love for the souls of men.” Please pray for Jack
as he has had a hard year losing his dear wife
and several siblings, as well as suffering from
some health issues.
The assembly in Dolores continues to mature
with the brethren increasingly sharing in the
burden both of teaching and administration. This
has freed me to be able to assist in other works,
as the need arises.
Unity in the work in
Nicaragua has always been a priority for us and
is sometimes challenging given the different
backgrounds of the workers as well as the
character of the communities where they labour.
It is encouraging to see both the missionaries and
the local brethren supporting the each other’s
efforts for the greater glory of God.
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regardless of the outcome of the elections, these
freedoms will continue, and the work will
As the work here continues to grow and more
continue to grow.
assemblies are established, we are crying to the
Lord for men with solid convictions and sound Report on conference in
doctrine to teach and shepherd the flocks. At
present there are 13 assemblies in the country; Moron, VENEZUELA
there were only three when we arrived 12 years Samuel and Sharon Ussher
ago.
As time passes, it is hard for many
All are very thankful to the Lord for the annual
Christians to keep the same zeal as at the start.
conference held again in Moron from the 23rd to
We live in a changing world with more
the 26th of June. From the very beginning, there
distractions than ever before, and it is often a
was a sense of spiritual freedom and the
struggle to find a balance between family, work
presence of the Lord. There was an abundance of
and assembly life. We are grateful for those that
God's word in each section, and activity. A large
continue faithfully helping where they can and
number of believers from many parts of the
seeking to put Christ first in their lives.
country, made the effort and sacrifice of heart, to
Please pray for the group of eight young men meet for this precious time, with spiritual fervour
from the north coming in September to help and joy.
Mark Bachert and Kyle Wilson for a year. The On Thursday, after the first meeting of the
priority for their first few months will be Conference, 1500 meals were served at dinner
language study and evangelizing in local time.
universities and then reaching into new
neighbourhoods in Managua with the gospel. On Saturday afternoon 2150 meals were served.
We know that God will reward all efforts and It was a marvel to see how the Lord provided as
much food, at a time when it is very difficult to
sacrifices put forth on his behalf.
get rice, pasta, milk, and basic supplies in the
In November Nicaragua will be holding country.
presidential elections.
At present, we have
Over twelve full-time workers from all over
complete liberty to preach the gospel and carry
Venezuela were present — They all received
on all assembly activities. We are praying that
help from the Lord to teach the word of God.
125 children attended a special outreach
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We are amazed that we are already half way
through 2016 and are very grateful to the Lord
for His unfailing Love, Grace and Guidance.
The situation in the East of Ukraine and the war
with Russia is “strangely quiet” but we know
that the enemy is still “entrenched” in
Ukrainian territory.
We pray the time will
come when they will withdraw and give us
back our land. However, this must be according
to the will of God.
In April we visited Birkii orphanage for the first
time where we were given a tour of the wellkept buildings, grounds and bedrooms, by the
director, Natalia. We were a little surprised
when she offered to bring the children into the
canteen with 12 teachers and gave us 25
minutes to introduce ourselves and preach the
Gospel (John 3 v 16). At the end everyone
received a Bible – please pray for all who heard
the Word and that they will read the Scriptures
of Truth.
Samuel and Sharon Ussher

Regularly we visit an orphanage at Mostaska, 10
Following the Gospel meeting on Saturday miles from the Polish border where there is also
evening twelve new believers were baptized (4 a large school. We were delighted to get an
from the Assembly in Las Parcelas, and eight, invitation to share the Gospel with the children
from the three assemblies in Morón); All were
added to the respective local assembly the
following Lord’s day. A number, already worked
on beforehand by the Spirit of God, professed
faith in Christ for eternal salvation during the
days of conference.
Amazingly, the Lord provided completely
everything material, that was needed even in
these times of critical shortage in the country. All glory to Him!

Lviv, UKRAINE
Edmund & Agnes Johnston
Edmund & Agnes Johnston
The Lord is good, a strong hold in the day of
trouble; and He knoweth them that trust in Him.
having been referred by the director of the
Nahum 1: 7
orphanage. We had two meetings, one with
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younger pupils and one with older pupils and especially your prayers which cannot be
teachers.
The interest by all at someone measured.
speaking English with a N. Ireland accent was
And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily as to
amazing, and when preaching by interpretation
the Lord, and not unto men. Col 3:23
and ask a question they want to try and answer
in English. Everyone at the end including the
Tirana, ALBANIA
teachers received a Gospel text and a bar of
Enri and Sylvia Nase
chocolate.
This week many children in Albania celebrated
We continue the fortnightly children meeting at
the end of their pre-school year with a simple
Sosnevka with an average attendance of 35
ceremony on the 1st June – International
children and adults. We always sing together,
Children’s Day. As children of God, we can
and I usually speak to the children and present
celebrate daily our reality while looking forward
the Gospel simply. Recently I spoke to them
to that day of great celebration when we finish
about the traffic lights: - Red – Stop and
our years of preparation here and enter into the
think.....Yellow – Prepare to meet God....Green –
glory that is stored up for us. What a day that
Go “Thy faith hath made thee whole go in
will be!
peace”. Then brother Ruslan listens to the
children repeat Bible verses they have learned,
with more than 75% of children coming to the
front and quoting the Word of God from
memory. “The entrance of thy words giveth
light; it giveth understanding unto the simple”.
ITEMS FOR THANKSGIVING AND
PRAYER
• That brother Volodia from the assembly has
made a full recovery after a serious accident
at work.

Tirana, Albania

Assembly and outreach — It was five years
• That Olya (Ruslan’s mother) is back out at the ago at the beginning of May when we broke
meetings after an illness.
bread for the first time as an assembly. At that
• Earnest Prayer for Halia as she continues time we were just four couples but it has pleased
the Lord to add new believers to the core group
chemotherapy.
since then. These few years have been full of
• Lesia a believer confined to a wheel chair and challenges, but we have been able also to rejoice
her apartment, also her husband Stepan not in what the Lord has done. One of the founding
saved.
couples has now immigrated to the USA. They
were a great help to all the believers and our
• Lviv assembly – protection from the attacks of family. We greatly miss them and their
Satan.
contribution to all the assembly activities.
We never cease to give God thanks for your
In February we commenced another course of
continued support in so many different ways,
English classes with the sole purpose being to
make contact with more young people and
HORIZONS 12

reaching out to them with the gospel. We have consider the challenges and pressures that they
the classes every Tuesday and Thursday evening face daily. A few of them have professed
with around a dozen students attending
salvation and we pray for their spiritual progress.
consistently. A few of them are believers from
the assembly who are also trying to connect with
the non-believers by spending further time with
them after the classes, going for coffee or
socializing with them in another way. We are
pleased to have seen some of them attending the
Gospel meeting on Sunday morning or at our
home for open discussions about spiritual
matters. It is our earnest desire to see these souls
won for the Lord Jesus Christ. Please pray with
us that the Holy Spirit would be at work and that
these young lives would be saved for His glory.

Individual Bible studies with several people are
ongoing. Only a few weeks ago, during one of
the sessions with Viktor (a 22-year-old nephew
of one of our believers), we were explaining the
new birth when he exclaimed that he had trusted
Christ for his salvation and had decided to
follow Him. It was a wonderful moment of great
rejoicing and a real encouragement to both Mark
and me as we have been meeting with him for
months now. Currently, we are studying the topic
of baptism with him and trust that in due time he
will take this step of obedience too.

Prison ministry — Every Thursday morning
we travel to Lezhe for the regular prison visits
which are becoming more interesting. On the
same day, we can share the Gospel with Roman
Catholics, Albanian Orthodox, practising
Muslims and a Russian Orthodox Jew, directing
them to the same Person: the Lord Jesus Christ!
One inmate is almost at the end of his time and
has had a lot of difficulty with his kosher diet so
Some of our teenagers
we have been helping him with food supplies.
Soon he will be released, and we hope to keep in
We have just finished the children and teenagers
contact, pointing him to the real Messiah!
meetings for this year as the exam season will be
during these last two weeks of school, followed We have been able to visit the village of Gjegjan,
by the hot summer months. They come from in a very remote northern area, with the Gospel.
Christian and non-Christian families, and it has We were asked to visit by one of the former
been a privilege once again to teach them the inmates, who professed faith in Christ last year
Word of God.
before his release. He had invited around 15 of
his relatives and friends to join, and their interest
I now have the teenager group while Sylvia and
in spiritual matters was encouraging. We were
two other sisters look after the younger children.
able to leave calendars and other literature with
Separating them and having a structured
them for distribution in the village. They have
program for the teenagers has greatly helped
asked us to return and we plan to do so in the
them create an identity and to feel more
next few weeks. When reporting on our warm
responsible. Our structured teaching plan this
reception back with our assembly, one of the
year was: “This is My Word”, “These are My
Christians expressed his surprise as traditionally
Commandments” and “This is My Son”.
this area has been a stronghold of Catholicism.
Investing in their lives is essential when we
Please remember this work in prayer.
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Bible exhibition — In March the Bible years to come as national Albanians now
exhibition was on display in Tirana for the first
time! We were able to rent the Gallery at the
National Museum for ten days. It is an excellent
location right in the heart of Tirana and a neutral
venue for all. The opening ceremony was on
18th March, and it remained open every day
untilEaster Sunday.

shepherd and lead.

ANGOLA
Samuel and Elizabeth Simonyi-Gindele

Much has happened since we last sent an update
in January, and we can say with thankfulness that
we see God at work in this part of Angola. We
The reception was extremely encouraging. share the following update with you for your
Those who visited appreciated the content and encouragement and continued support in prayer.
some of them revisited to spend more time
reading the panels and seeing the displays. There The first number of clinics here in Biula on our
were many non-Christians who visited, among return from furlough in January were
them local historians who valued the information disappointingly quiet with only a few patients
exhibited and expressed their gratitude. One and just a handful to hear the gospel message in
section of the exhibition is dedicated to the the mornings. My Angolan colleague blamed it
Albanian Bible including information on local on "crise" (crisis), the Angolan explanation for
Albanians who helped translate the Bible back in why just about everything is going haywire
economically in this country, precipitated by the
the early 1800’s.
drop in world oil prices. Medicine that I used to
During the ten days, I was interviewed by one of buy for 100 kwanza now costs 850 kwanza and
the national TV stations about the exhibition. the price of fuel has tripled in the last year so
Full liberty was granted to explain what it was people are not travelling as easily.
about and its purpose.
We are hearing horrifying stories of people going
hungry and letting children die at home as they
can't afford food and medicine, especially in the
cities. However, we asked a number to pray with
us that the clinics would get busier, and now we
are working 11 hour clinic days! Elizabeth has
become a vital part of the clinic work as she
triages 50-70 patients, recording all their
information.

!
Opening ceremony of the Bible exhibition

This November is the 25th anniversary of the
assembly work in Albania and along with
another brother we are organizing a national
conference to mark the occasion. Several of our
Italian brothers who commenced the work here
will be with us as we rejoice in the faithfulness
of our Lord and look to Him for guidance for the

We have seen God speak powerfully recently. A
few weeks ago we had an unconscious lady
brought by bus from Luanda, a 25+ hour drive
away. When I examined her and heard the few
sketchy details of the history of her illness, I
concluded there was no hope, and she would die,
but I did decide to give her IV fluids and
antibiotics. She spent nights in a mud hut and
returned to the clinic for two more days of
treatment. We visited her in her family's hut
again and told them she was too far gone for
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there to be hope. How wrong I was! A week later
she walked into the clinic, and we had an
impromptu prayer meeting to thank the "Great
Physician"! She is on the road to making a full
recovery from what seems to have been a bad
case of Yellow Fever.

there is any clear light of testimony shining in
this place.

In the first week of June, I am commencing a
monthly visit to help with teaching and medical
work in Luma Cassai, where David Long, Doris
Pittman, Marjorie Beckwith, and others worked
in times past. We have visited there for meetings
a few times and always come away encouraged
by the spiritual tenor of the place, but until the
rains stopped in April, the road to reach Luma
was almost impassible. However, we will be
able to travel there without too much trouble for
the next five months of dry season.

Matters for prayer.

Thank you for your care and interest in reading
this far; perhaps there are a sprinkling of items
that you will feel led to pray about. We send you
our warmest regards and appreciation.
• Thanksgiving for general good health in our
family.
• Thanksgiving for progress made in Chokwe.
Thanksgiving for excellent progress on our
house addition.
• Prayer to gain greater fluency in Chokwe.

• Prayer for continued opportunity and strength
to provide medical care in
the face of
difficulty procuring medicine and ever
Progress in Chokwe is slow but steady. I can
increasing needs.
pray simply and have a few messages prepared
so far. I am finding I can write out a twenty- • Prayer for ongoing peace in Angola in the face
of increased suffering due to the shortage of
minute message with only about 10-12 hours
basic commodities and rising inflation.
preparation, which is a big improvement from
when I started, and I can hear a lot more of what • Prayer for wisdom, spiritual revival and
is said, but a conversation is still difficult for me.
growth in Biula and in surrounding assemblies
I can manage most medical questions in
that we are invited to minister to.
Chokwe, though some of the elaborate, euphonic
descriptions of symptoms still leave me more _______________________________________
amused than enlightened!
There have been some very difficult decisions
that have been made on the mission property,
resulting in some of our Angolan neighbours
moving away. We are beginning to sense that the
weakness in the local church here and in this
area rests, in part, on an unwillingness to judge
sin or on an ignorance of what is sin. We have
had to take a strong stand which has not helped
our popularity, but we do so out of obedience to
God. Pray that as sin is dealt with in the church,
there will be room for the Holy Spirit to bring a
revival in true salvation and commitment to
unreserved obedience to the Word of God.
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We take encouragement that God is at work here
in Biula, but there is still a long way to go before
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